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SUBJECTs UPDATE: CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL. SITUATION® DIA FOR 
DIACOs’ CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2=Ct DA FOR ACSI. 


te FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM WELL= PLACED AND USUALLY RELIABLE 
SOURCES SUPREME AND ARMY’ HG@ AS OF 30 MARCH’: 

Ae ORON FRONT? OPERATIONS: WHICH COMMENCED: WITH ORON: LANDING 
AM 18 MARCH GOING VERY WELL FOR FED. FORCES. KEY HIGHWAY TOWN 
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UYO( @52N @756E)s WHICH HAD BEEN: HQ REBEL’ FIFTY’ EIGHT BRIGADE: 
FELL: TO FED FORCES EARLY’ AM 29 MARCH WITH ASSISTANCE"ANTI &- 
BIAFRAN CIVIL UPRISING IN TOWN PRIOR ENTRY: FED: TGPOPS"o (IT yi: 
RELIEVED FED: FORCES IN. TOWN COMPRISE. ELEMENTS SIXTEEN. BRIGADE: 
UNDER LTC: ABDU ABUBUKARs WHICH HAD. MOVED RAPIDLY NORTHWEST AFTER 
CAPTURE INTACT MAJOR UYA ORON: BRIDGE: WEST ORON PROPER: AND. 
ELEMENTS UNIDENTIFIED FED BRIGADE WHICH MADE: CROSSING CROSS RIVER! 


-TTU/OKOT OFFIONG AREA)e TO SOUTH UYO FED SEVENTEEN BRIGADE: UNDER 


UTC FILEMON SHANDEs WHICH TOOK ‘ETINAN 28 MARCH AND BELIEVED MOVING 
NORTH ON KEY HIGHWAY TOWN: ABAK(@459N O747E 16 REBEL: FORCES. ‘UY: 
SAID"FLEEING NORTHWEST TOWARD IKOT EKPENE"WHILE REBEL ELEMENTS: 
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WANTS: TO GO: RIGHT ON 
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29° MARCH “ADEKUNLE STRAINING: AT BIT AS HE 

BUT I ‘HAVE TO TAKE: MORE: 
CAREFUL! LOOK: AT’ SITUATION BEFORE! I: GLVE HIM GO* AHEAD") 0 {LOOKING 
CLOCKWISE» CURRENT FED HOLDINGS THIS: NEW OFFENSIVE. AT ORON» 
JAMESTOWN, EKET, ETINANs GOING FOR ABAK*» UYOxs ITU: AND: ON KWA 1B0" 
RIVER’ TO NORTHWEST ERE LOCATIONS» THEREFOREs MAJOR TOWN IKOT. 


TO: IMO: RIVERWSIC) 
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ONLY FIFTEEN ROAD MILES: FROM “ABAK» NINETEEN 
FOUR FROM: ITUs THIS LIKELY PRESENT INVITING 
OBYECTIVE: SINCE: ITs IN TURN» ONLY” TWENTY FOUR ROAD MILES: OVER GOOD: 
O722E)« DATT BELIEVES: IT LIKELY» HOWEVER» 
THAT. ANY LIKELY OFFENSIVE AGAINST TKOT: EKPENE AND/OR ABA WILL! BE. 
LAUNCHED WITH DRIVE MOVING: NORTH: FROM IMO: RIVER TOWN OPOBO. 

(O434N ®733E) (WHICH LIKELY BE. HIT'-VERY SHORTLY) 0 KEEPING IMO RIVER: 
ACTION: ANY SUCH FED: ELEMENTSMOVING NORTH 

ALONG: IMO: RIVER: WOULD. BE: COORDINATED WITH. ACTIONS: BRIGADES IN: 

IT GlkKELY: BULK: FED: ACTIVITY WILL: BE: 
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Be ONITSHA: "MOPPING UP: AND: CONSOLIDATION: OPERATIONS CONTINUEMs © 
Ce ENUGUs NOSIGNS FIRST’ DIv INITEAT.ING: FURTHER SIGNIFICANT 
FUTURE® IT KEEPING. PRESSURE: ON FROM ‘UDI AND 
AND: CHARGED WITH’ 
RESPONSIBILITY INTEGRITY’ LINE OF: SUPPLY FROM: ENUGU TO. “NSUKKA. 
AND: NORTH. (ALTHOUGH THIS: WILL: OLMINISH WITH INITIATION SUPPLY: 


OFFENSIVES IMMEDIATE 
ENUGU! SOUTH AND: EAST 


OPS. ASABA TO ONITSHA) e 


WARD TO ABAKALILKIs 
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IT LIKELY. MAINTAIN THIS: ‘POSTURE’ WHILE 


IN‘ NORTHERN. SECTORS» 


IT ALSO: PROVIDES AVAIL! EMERGENCY: RESERVES 


SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES BEING MADE: .IN',SOUTH*IF: THINGS THREATEN SLOW - 
QOWN IN SOUTHs FIRST DIV SHOULD BE. IN POSITION ASSUME OFFENSIVE. 
POSTURE ONCE: AGAINe 


SHEER LOGISTICS OF SITUATION: ALMOST’ DIRECT 
THIS: TYPE FED: APPROACH’ TO OVERALL! STRATEGY OF :: EG ANPAIGNS 
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ae NIGERIAN NAVY’ Ae COMBAT VESSELS BONNY AND ELOLEs. BOTH OF 
WHICH HAVE BEEN. UNDER REPAIR FOR ENGINE: TROUBLES NOTED ON HARBOR | 
TRIALS LAGOS’ 29 MARCHe Be AUXILIARIES? BODE: THOMAS RETURNED FM 
MID® WEST AND! BONNY PORTS 299730A. "WITH POWS: ABOARD"? SHE: AT NAVY 
i YARD: 38 MARe OPUSO RETURNED: FM CALABAR/BONNY 291 230A SHE: DUE. | 
i RELOADING AND BACK OUT SAME. PORTSe KWA RIVER: DEPARTED: ‘CAGOS: FOR 
BONNY/CALABAR 2917153 SOME TROOPS: AND: MIL: VEHICLES NOTED ON BOARD * 
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"30 MISCELLANEOUS#A+ SMALL(241 NET TON) NORWEGIAN FLAG CARGO a 
VESSEL: "PERRY" ARRIVED LAGOS FM HAMBITG 28 MAR» UNLOADED: 69 TONS 
wHIGH EXPLOSIVES", DEPARTED: LAGOS. FOR CAPETOWN 29 MARCHe 
Re NOTE ON EFFECT BIAFRAN. SECESSIONIST RADIO ON OWN POPULATIONS. 
RELIABLE AND MATURE EXPAT CORRESPONDENTS: WHO HAVE: TALKED [BO - 
CIVILIANS ONITSHA SAY ALL: STRESS. THEY "TAKEN BY COMPLETE. SURPRISE” 
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aY ENTRY FED TROOPS AS. RADIO BIAFRA SAID- "THEY HAD ALL: BEEN: WIPED 
nUT AT AWKA AND. ON WAY TO ONITSHA"e CORRESPONDENTS: SAY ALL” "STUNNED" 
BY MILITARY REALITIES SITUATIONe. GP=3e 
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SUBJECT? UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIGNe NIA-FOR | | 
QDIACO CINCSTRIKE' FOR STRJ2-Ct DA FOR ACSI e 

f° ONITSHA ARE? KNOWLEDGEABLE AND RELIABLE AMCIT REPORTER WHO 

IN ONITSHA 26 MARCH REPORTS? ; 

Ae’ VERY LITTLE DUST" FED FORCES FIRM CONTROL ONITSHAs REBEL: 
FORCES. LOCATED HIGH GROUND NORTH NORTHEAST CITY AS WELL. AS ON LAND 


PAGE @ RUTALS: 78@8CC C:0.NF.I DENT I-« L,- . . 

MASS CONFLUENCE NIGER/ANAMBRA RIVER: APPROX TWO MILES NORTH ONITSHA 
AND TWO MILES DUE WEST ASABA+ THESE REBEL FORCE FIRE "CCCASTONAL: 
MORTAR ROUND" (AVERAGE ONE EVERY FIFTEEN MINUTES) INO NORTHERN 
SUBURBS OF CITY BUT NONE SEEMED TO: REACH INTO CENTER CITY WHERE 
SECOND: DIV HQ NOW LOCATEDe INTERMITTENT RESEL RIFLE FIRE aLsSo — 
NOTEOs REBEL’ FORCES HAVE ENTERED CITY EACH NITE SINCE CaPTURE BUT 
EVIDENCE INDICATES THE MOSTLY HARRASSING/ FORAGING ACTIVITIES. 

FED FORCES AND COMMANDERS IN CITY" COMPLETELY RELAXED AND NO AIR 
OF URGENCY NOTICED": SPIRITS HIGH? AND. MORALE APPEARED "VERY GOOD: "e 
AT LEAST "SEVERAL THOUSAND" "WELL! EQUIPPED a2ND UNIFORMED" FED 
FORCES: IN CITY (ESTIATED: APPROX TWO THOUSAND WEST END OF TOWN 
ALONE) AND ALL WELL EQUIPPED: AND UNIFORMED, APPEARED TO BE 
"PLENTY AMMO -ON: HANDe" "LOTS" MIL! TRANSPORT NOTED: IN CITY AS WELL! 
AS SEVERAL SALADINS AND SEVERAL: FERRETSe TOWN “QUITE BEAT UP" — 


_3UT MOST DEAD NOW RURTED*® STEADY STREAM TROOPS/ SUPPLIES COMING: 
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OVER NIGER EROM ABABA IN FOUR SMALL! ALUMINUM BOATS. W/OUTBOARD 
MOTORSe NIGER RIVER FERRIES AND OTHER LARGE RIVER: CRAFT SEING™ 
MOVED: DOWN FROM To AH AND LOKOJA FOR USE ASABA/ONITSKA QUT WILL’ 


NOT BE USED. IMMEDIATE AREA UNTIL: REBS NORTH OF CITY AND BETWEEN 
RIVERS CLEAREDe THESE MOPPING UP OPERATIONS CURRENTLY UNDER WAYe 
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SOURCE SAID REBEL. DEFENSES WEST OF: CITY ON RIVER EXTENSTVE AND 
WELL! CONSTRUCTED* MANY FED TROOPS NOTED. CARRYING OR USING. HAND 
GRENADE WHICH THOUGHT TO SE USSR Fe] NOMS URE RSEDED IN SOV 
FORCES)« SEE ITEM FOM=2-1330"lels TB 381*5eis CB 
pe BONNY AREA? KNOWLEDGEABLE NAVY SOURCE: WHO RET URNED APAPA FROM 
BONNY AREA 26 MARCH SAID PATROL: CRAFT OGOJAs SDB KADUNA AND “ONE 
PATROL BOAT" (EKPEN) AT BONNY 26 MARCH*. SOURCE SAID THERE STILL 
WVERY HEAVY" CONCENTRATION FED TROOPS. BONNY AND. SAID: ENTIRE” 
ATMOSPHER BONNY "OFFENSIVE RATHER THAN DEFENSIVE™* (ANOTHER 
INDICATION FED OPERATIONS’ UP. BONNY AND/OR: HUGHES CHANNELS: TOWARD 
HARCOURT, OR ADJACENT AREAS. IN SUPPORT FED OPS TO EAST FROM 
cROSS: 
RIVER CAN NOT BE RULED OUT 4S. POSSIBLE FED COURSE 4CTION DESPITE 
DISCLAIMERS SOME SOURCES). (IF THESE THREE VESSLES AT BONNY, THIS 
WOULD LEAVE SDB ENUGU CALABAR: AREAs ALL OTHERS BASE APAPA (LOKOJA 
apa APAPA FROM CALABAR 2608222) 6 

“NIGERIAN AIR FORCES 
i. EXPAT RETURNED FROM ENUGU SAID ONE HUNTING PROVOST JET 


: OPERATIONAL FROM =NUGUi FIELD WEEK! 17 MARCHs (OTHER: INFO 


AVAILABLE INDICATES OTHER PROVOST SUST,INED UNDERCARRIAGE AND 
BELLY’ DAMAGE: ON TRAINING MISSION: APPROX ONE WEEK AGO AND WILL’ BE 
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QUT ACTION APPROX THREE:MORE WEEKS.) « sa wh nS aes 
Be IN| FACE RUMORS TO EFFECT ONE IL%*28 "SHOT DOWN BY REBELS" aT 
ONITSHA WEEK 17 MARCH, ALL’ INQUIRIES HERE INDICATE THREE STILL’ 
PLYINGs TWO OPERATIONALI CALASAR AND ONE. TRAINING OR RESERVE 


_ KANGe EXPAT AERONAUTRICAL ENGINEER WHO SAW ONE AT KANO SAID  _ 
-BLANE. "REALLY S3EAT™ AND. OF -QPINION "EGYPTIANS VERY BRAVE TO BE 
- FLYING THEM" Spr 
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AND TRIBUNE (SUPPORTER OF aWOLOWO%sS: ACTION GROUP) ON MARCH 28° 

» CARRIED EDITORIALS: CRITICIZING ‘NYERERE'S ALLEGED SUPPORT: OF 

‘ MBIAFRA"e “EDITORIALS” TRIGGERED BY REPORT IN NIGERIAN PRESS: a 
< YESTERDAY. HAAN; 15a, NIGERIAN BEGETS PECEIVING GUERRILLA TRAINING. 
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“RY PORTUGALs SOUTH: AFRICA: AND. RHODESIAc CONTRASTS HIS: TACTICS ; aoe 
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—  guBus DENIAL! THAT TANZANIA TRAINS: "BIAFRANS" 


eps ‘OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN IN PRESIDENT*S OFFICE: SAID MARCH 
.p7) THAT NIGERIAN PRESS: REPORTS ABOUT "BIAFRAN"GUERRILLAS 
“TRAINING IN TANZANIA WERE: “LIESs"® SPOKESMAN ALSO DENIED 
—oFHAT PRINCIPAL’ PURPOSE: OF: NYERERE#S RECENT WEST AFRICAN 

TRIP! WAS TO PROMOTE ABANDONMENT OF! OAU*S NIGERIAN NON® 

-:. ENTERVENTION: POLICY* SPOKESMAN ADMITTED NYERERE 

‘DISCUSSED: NIGERIAN CRISIS. ‘WITH FELLOW PRESINENTS IN ORDER 


es AGE ‘2 RUDTCR: 2675D c O. N: FIDENTIAL LIMiTED OFFICIAL: USE 
FOL EXPLAIN TANZANIA'S VIEW THAT "BIAFRA IS NOT KATANGAo"™ 
oe BUT.-SPOKESMAN INSISTED: MAIN PURPOSE: OF TRIP WAS TO 


RROMOTE AFRICAN: SOLIDARITY: IN GENERAL * 


ak: ‘NIGERIAN HIGH: COMMISSIONER IN: DAR: SOUI WILLYAMS. 
~ BENTED! ANY KNOWLEDGE: OF: GUERRILL'A TRAINING FOR 
- SECESSIONISTS IN TANZANIA. BUT SAID: HE WOULD HAVE TO 
- Q@HECK!: ‘WITH HIS GOVT BEFORE. MAKING: ANY COMMENT *. "BIAFRAN" 
(D) Sar toate IN. EAST AFRICA AUSTIN. OKWU: TOLD PRESS: 
tt 


TO: HIS: KNOWLEDGE THERE: WERE: NO: Pues TRAINING. 
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IN: GUERRILLA WARFARE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD LET ALONE 
TANZANI Ao" 


3° MEANWHILE». LOCAL PRESS POLEMICS SYMPATHETIC TO 
WBIAFRA" CONTINUEs TANU PAPER "NATIONALIST" RAN 
EDITORIAL: MARCH 254 REPORTEDLY WRITTEN IN STATE. HOUSE» 
TINSISTING TANZANIA WAS NOT ANTI®FMG AND PRO*SECESSIONIST 
BUT ONLY OPPOSED "INDISCRIMINATE. KILLING" AND ATTEMPTS 
TO: FORCE FEDERATION ON PEOPLEo MARCH 28% "NATIONALIST" 
PRINTED LONG LETTER FROM OKWU DENOUNCING FMG AND ALSO 


PAGE 3. RUDTCR 26750 CONFIDE NT I AL! LYIMYTED OFFICIAL USE 
RAN EDITORIAL’ ECHOING LINE TAKEN’ BY OFF ICT AL: SPOKESMAN 
THAT GUERRILLA TRAINING REPORT WAS: “LIEe® EDITORIAL 

WENT ON TO SUPPORT CEASE FIRE AND TO CONDEMN THOSE WHO 
SUPPLY’ ARMS TO NIGERIAN ANTAGONISTS* “NATIONALIST® 

CLOSED BY POINTING OUT “WE RECOGNIZE THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT* WE DO NOT RPT NOT SUBVERTs WE COULD NOT 
SUBVERTs GOVERNMENTS WE RECOGNIZE» WE HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED 
BIAFRAs OR DOES THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WANT US TO 
RECOGNIZE. BIAFRA?"™ 
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SUBUs FMG PROBLEMS: IN ONITSHA 


1° EMBOFF! INFORMED: BY RELIABLE: BRITISH JOURNALIST ( JOHN: BARNES 


a OF NEWSWEEK) RETURNED FROM ONITSHA: TODAY THAT FMGs DESPITE 
% BEST INTENTIONS». HAVING: TROUBLE: IMPLEMENTING: ITS POLICY OF: 
wh 
s SG 
& 
ez 
= PAGE 2: RUTALS. 78@6CC: CO OoN. Fi PDL ELN TOY a Li 


TRYING: TREAT REBEL: CIVILIAN: POPULATION IN WAY NOT CAUSE 
FURTHER: DISAFFECTIONe Sie = f 


i ae EVIDENTLY NUMBER OF: CIVILIANS» AFTER. BELATEDLY DISCOVERING. 
"BIAFRAN" TROOPS’ HAD! PULLED OUT’ OF: TOWN» PANICKED AND. RAN FROM a. : 
RUILDINGS IN EFFORT CATCHi UP'<WITH OWN. TROOPS» STARTLED FMG 
i ; TROOPS, ALREADY UNDER SNIPER) FIRE, OPENED: UP’ AND: KILLED: GOOD 

NUMBER CIVILIANS: WHILE:-RUNNING AWAY® SOURCE: COULD NOT ‘ESTIMATE: 

NUMBER». BUT SAID’ HE ToLD: THIS: STORY BY. SURVIVING CIVILIANS WHO 

THEN HID IN HOUSES’ AND: GAVE: SELVES: UP TO FMGs ‘THIS: GROUP | 
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UNHARMED* 

3° FURTHER TROUBLE: ENCOUNTERED’ WHEN: FMG ATTEMPTED FLUSH OUT 


SNIPERS: FROM: CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL* BARNES. GAVE. FMG: FULL ‘CREDIT’ 
FOR: TRYING’ AVOID. HARMING: BUILDING» BUT EFFORT ‘BURN: ‘DOWN WONE 


HOOR: TO: GET ACCESS: TO BUILDING": INSTEAD: STARTED! DISASTROUS: FIRE 


WHEN’ (UNKT 
OWN: TO FMG TROOPS) AMMO: BOXES: BEHIND! DOOR. CAUGHT’ FIRE> 


RESULT WAS. CATHEDRAL: "GUTTED" ACCORDING: NEWSMENe CATHEDRAL ‘DID 
CONTAIN: SOME!.AMMO AND. BARNES: BELIEVES BIAFRAN SNIPERS WERE IN 


RUILDINGe - 
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he WHEN SOURCE: REPORTED: ABOVE: TO: EXTERNAL! AFFAIRS: COMMISSIONER 
ARIKPO THIS MORNING* LATTER: BECAME’ AGITATED: AND. SAID: HE: GOING: 


MREPORT. THIS TO GOWON AT’ ONCE eo". ARIKPO CLEARLY - AWARE: 


UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY THESE. UNFORTUNATE: INCIDENTS COULD: CAUSE: 


FMG AT. TIME WHEN THEY MAKING: CONSCIOUS: EFFORT IMPROVE PUBLIC 
IMAGEs EeGes WEEKEND PAPERS: CARRIED NUMEROUS PICTURES FMG 


OFFICERS: IN. PRAYERFUL ATTITUDES WITH! CATHOLIC NUNS’ AT ‘ONITSHAs 


CARING: FOR ABANDONED "BIAFRAN” BABIESs ETC 

Be BARNES. SAID: FMG: SOLDIERS» WHO! FOUGHT LONG: AND! DIFFICULT 
CAMPAIGN TO GET INTO ONITSHAs ARE! TRIGGER*APPY38 ANY SOUND 
OF: FIRING OR’ UNFRIENDLY MOVEMENT’ CAUSES: THEM TO: FIRE MANY 
ROUNDS... 


6° WHILE’ BARNES: MAY NOT PLAY ‘UP: FOREGOING: ASPECTS, OTHER 
JOURNALISTS. MAY DO: SQo- 
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c.ONF IDENT I A _L: 0115 MAR: 68° SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRYSNIGERI Ao 
SUBUECTI UPDATE: CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL. SITUATIONe OIA FOR 
DIACO8CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2C3DA FOR ACSI> 


fo FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM KNOWLEDGEABLE aND USUALLY RELIABLE 
SOURCES SUPREME: AND ARMY’ HEADQUARTERS AS OF 26 MARCH? 

Ao ONITSHA AREA: CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION CONTINUES 6 
AS’ OF: DATE» TWO: BNS SEVEN. BRIGADE» TWO DIVy OVER’ RIVER FROM 


PAGE: 2 RUTALS: 7763CC°C:O;N FOI DEN TIAL 
ASABA: ANDMOVING: INTO: POSITIONS SOUTH: TOWN OF NNEWI ROADe AS 
TWO. DIV’ HEADQUARTERS( MAIN) PREPARING: MOVE AWKA TO. ONITSHA THIS: 
WEEK» SOURCES. SPECULATE: THERE WILL! BE NO FURTHER SIGNIFICANT 
QFFENSIVE. FROM SECOND DIV FOR "WEEK OR SO". (EXCEPT THAT. P 
PRESSURE: FROM DODAN FOR. "MORE ACTION" FAR GREATER NOW THAN IN 
PAST» EXPERIENCES ‘HAVE: SHOWN MUHAMMED ?S REORGANI ZATIONS HAVE 
TENDED! ‘DRAG: ON FOR: RELATIVELY LONG: PER[ODS. SUPREME AND ARMY 
ST oaek CLAIM: THEY WATCHING THIS: ONE. CLOSELYs HOWEVER) 

0 ORON FRONT? SOURCES: SAY THAT WITH: CLEARING LAST’ REBEL: 
ELEMENTS: EAST OF: CROSS: RIVER FROM. UGEP @549NQ865E)) AND OBUBRA 
{ @605NO820E) “COMBINATION: FIRST AND: THIRD DIV FORCES” THIS AREA 
WILL! "GENERALLY HOLD’ IN PLaCE. WHILE: PRESSURE IS APPLIEM IN 
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SOUTH( ITUSORONSJAMESTOWN® EKET»s ETCe)"o SOURCES: SAY FED 

FORCES. ‘THESE: SOUTHERN: AREAS: CONTINUE: BUILDUP FOR “PUSH WEST" 

WITH! BEST’ PROGRESS: BE ING: MADE BY SOUTHERNMOST ELEMENTS WHO ARE: IN: 
EKET AND’ MOVING. ALONG. KWA. 1B0 RIVER TO’ NORTH EKETe (08 NOTES: 
THIRD: MARINE’ COMMANDO DIV( ADKUNLE:) NOW HAS’ SIX BRIGADES ATTACHED 
THERETO* FIFTEEN’ AT. CALABARS SIXTEEN AND. SEVENTEEN ORON AREA? 
QTHERS ARE: TWELVEs THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN ONE OF: WHICH: BELIEVED: ITU 
AREAs ONE: UGEP: AREA. AND: ONE: PROBABLY RESERVE }o 


PAGE 3: RUTALS: 7763CC: -O:NF IDEIN T-IT AL 

ae ARMY OB% IN REC HENT TOW: LATEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS» LTCOLONELS 
MURIT TALE: MUHAMMED: AND. BENJAMIN: .ADEKUNLE sCOMMANDERS. SECOND: AND 
FHIRDi DIVSs RESPECTIVELY: PROMOTED: TO GRADE COLONEL: EFFECTIVE. 
25! MARCH’ 68¢ ; 


3° NIGERIAN: AIR: FORCE: DISABLED: JET DELFIN L¥29: ATTEMPTED 
UNSUCCESSFUL! CRASH: LANDING: VICINITY: IFF(@739N O440E ) ON Ono 

ROAD! MID’ AFTERNOON: 26 MARCH's INSTRUCTOR PILOT CAPTAIN GEORGE 
JEBAK» COMMANDER! NAF! BASE: IKEJAs KILLEN ALONG WITH STUDENT: PILOTe 
FURTHER: DETAILS: NOT AVAILABLE AT PRESENT EXCEPT JEBAK. HAD ALERTED: 
FIELDS: IN: AREA TO. FACT HE "HAVING TROUBLE" AND MIGHT MAKE. 
EMERGENCY LANDINGs SOURCES’ SAY RECENT SPATE: REPORTS LOSS IL-28 

OR HELICOPTER ONITSHA AREA "NONSENSE". 


50 NIGERIAN NAVY: AUXILIARY "KWA RIVER" RETURNED LAGOS: FROM 
CALABAR: 260125A(SPECIAL: PERMISSION. REQUIRED RRING. INTO HARBOR 
AFTER) DARK) AND ARE LOADING IMMEDIATELY FOR RETURN RUN 

SAME: AREAe . 


6° MISCELLANEOUS: eee 
Aco APPROXIMATELY QNE THOUSAND RECRUI:S PASSED OUT ZARIA DEPOT 


ar 
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25° MARCHAND POSTED AT ONCE: THREE COMBAT DIVISIONS: APPROX FOUR: 
HUNDRED. TO: TWO: DIV: AND: THREE: HUNDRED: EACH: TO’ ONE AND THREE DIVS. 
BeLAGOS: HARBOR MASTER SOURCES(PROTECT) SAY THERE: TOTAL. TWELVE 
POLISH? NATIONAL! PILOTS: NOW: ON DUTY: LAGOS’ HARBOR WITH: HARBOR” MASTERS: 


OFFICE. ARTER: PERIOD THREEMONTHS: ORIENTATION, THEY PERMITTED - 
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PILOT ANYWHERE IN NIGERIAN WATERSe THESE POSITIONS’ FORMERLY 
REE pce EXCLUSIVELY BY UeKs AND/OR COMMONWEALTH CITIZENSe 
GP 23. : 
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@.O.N FIDE: NT 1 AL @173° MAR 686 SGD HALLIGANe. COUNTRY! NIGERIA« 
SUBJECT: UPDATE: CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL! SITUATION® DIA 2 ae 
DIACOs CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2*Cs DA FOR ACSI 
fe FOLLOWING: AVAIL’ FROM KNOWLEDGEABLE AND: USUALLY RELIABLE 
oe SUPREME! HQ AND: ARMY HQ 25 MARCH: 

‘ONITSHA AREA’ ALTHOUGH FED SEVEN BRIGADE HAS’ MOVED "SEVERAL' 


MILES ‘SOUTH: EAST ON NNEWI ROADs BULK: FED: ACTIVITY CONSISTS 
- @ONSOLIDATION NEWLY WON POSITIONS» ‘PREPARATION DEFENSES: AGAINST. 


EXPECTED REBEL: COUNTERATTACKS. (SOURCES. SAY ONE’ REBEL: COUNTER» 
ATTACK: NITES 23724 MARCH: "EASILY BEATEN OFF") AND: REGROUP ING:® AND » 


PAGE: 2: RUTALS: 7733CC. GisOr Ne Pee DONA Da 
REEQUIPP ING DIVISIONAL: UNITS: FOR: NEXT OFFENSIVE: OPERATIONS+ (OB - 


, NOTES: COMMANDER’: TEN BRIGADE» TWO DIVt LT COL YAR® ADUAS 
PROBABLE’ COMMANDER SIX BRIGADEHAAME: DIV AT -ONITSHAt LT COL 
peas NASAMU') « 


« ORON. FRONT? FED TROOPS MOVING DIRECLY WEST ORON MAKING . 
RSLOW: PROGRESS. IN. FACE! GERONG: REBEL! RESISTANCE» SOURCES. EXPECT,~ 
HOWEVERs THAT PRESSURE: TO: NORTHWEST’ FROM FED FORCES: NOW ACROSS. 

GROSS: RIVER AT WEST BANK’ MLORG ATH EDNEY RMR: (@5}2N O759E)s KOT _. 
AFFIONG (@519N @754E) AND: ABAK (@459N @747E)s AND WITHIN SIXTEEN. ROAD 
MILES! MAJOR: TOWN UYO: (@5@2N @756E) WILL’ FORCE REBEL’ DEFENSES: MEST. 
ORAN: GIVE: WAY* ALONG SOUTH. FLANK SMALLER: FED FORCE MOVING: WEST 
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iMPRESSION GAINED FROMSOURCES WAS. THaT THESE FORCES HAVE: 4S 
OBUECTIVE TOWN’ OPO:30 (8434N @733€) WHICH: WOULD GIVE FED FORCES. 
CONTROL! ALL. SIGNIFICANT ‘COASTAL TOWNS FROM. BONNY TO CALABARe 

@e DEP: CHIEF NAVAL STAFF HAS DESCRIBED RECENT FED OPERATION AT 
ORON: AND’ JAMESTOWNe SOURCE SAID MAIN: EFFORT: MADE ORON PROPER: WITH 


FRONTAL: ASSAULT FROM SEA BY SIXTEEN AND SEVENTEEN BRIGADES, ~ 


THREE) OIVs SUPPORTEC BY NAVY AND AIR: FORCE% PRIOR ORON LANDINGS» 


PAGE: 3. RUTALS. 7733CC- CONFIDENTIAL: ae 
HIVERSTONARY SECONZARY EFFORT MADE AT JAMESTOWN BY "RIVERS STATE 


-@ONTINGENT UNDER: ISAAC: BORO" (DESCRIBED PRIOR DAO MESSAGES) WHO ~ 


NOW WOPERATING VIRTUALLY: ON HIS. OWN IN: SOUTHERN PORTION .SECTOR™: 
(BELIEVED EKET AND OPQ80)". SOURCE SAID COMBINEN OPERATION WWENT: 
BEAUTIFULLY WITH INITIAL FIRE FROM. NAVAL. ELEMENTS FOLLOWED BY 
AIR: ‘FORCE. ASSAULT ON MORTAR. AND ARTY POSITIONS ORON. SOURCE (NOT. 
PRONE: MAKING RASH STATEMENTS) SAID. “PERFORMANCE: EGYPTIANS IN 


JETS. (SIC) BEAUTIFUL: IN THAT: THEY ‘GOT RIGHT DOWN THERE AND POO 


QUT MORTARS AND: ARTY"e FOLLOWING THIS» SAID: SOURCE> . TROOP 

'ANDINGS "VIRTUALLY UNOPPOSED AS’ DEFENDING REBEL. FORCES HIGH+ 
TAILED: (SIC) FOR THE BUSH". SOURCE SAID FED CASUALTIES ORON "LITTLE 
QR’ NOTHING" AND: NO DAMAGE: TO’ ANY® NAVAL: VESSELS WHICH PARTICIPATED* 


“2. SOURCE: SAID PRIOR OPERATION ONE SDB HAD: DAMAGED: PROPELLER IN LOW 
WATERSs BEACHED ‘HERSELF EFFECTED NECESSARY: REPAIRS» GOT OFF AND. 


PARTICIPATED FULLY IN. ENSUING OPERATIONS © WITH RESPECT FUTURE 


_ FED) -PS.. SOUTHEASTERN AREA» SOURCE: (WHO: MOST: ‘KNOWLEDGEABLE: THIS: 
RESPECT) SAID "HE: SELTEVED"™ MASSIVE: CHREEK: BORNE OPERATIONS 


FROM. BONNY AGAINST PORT HARCOURT: NOW RULED: OUT RY FMG PLANNERS: 
ON BASIS: EXPECTED. FMG LOSSES: IN NARROW» MINED» EASILY’ DEFENDED: 


CREEKS: WOULD: NOT BE JUSTIFIED BY CHANCE "ENDING IT BIT SOONER™+ 
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- RATHER» SOURCE THOUGHT IT LIKELY FMG WOULD "SLUG IT OUT ON ~ 
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BACK SOURCE HAS: ALWAYS: BEEN OPPOSED: DIRECT ASSAULT’ ON ‘PORT’ — aera 
_ HARCOURT - FROM CREEKS FOR. BASICALLY REASONS: GIVEN ABOVEs THIS ‘DOES: co 


NOT’ RULE: oo) DIVERSINARY: OR. SUPPORTING: EFFORTS: ‘FROM: BONNYs BUT 


RULE! OUT. MASSIVE ASSAULT AGAINST HARCOURT” FROM BONNY. WHICH 2. 
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fo- OAVIO ROBISONs AMERICAN JOURNALIST WHO: CONTACTED. 

’ : EMBASSY EN ROUTE TO BIAFRA ON: ASSIGNMENT FOR: LONDON 

“+s OBSERVER» TOLO EMBOFF YESTEROAY THAT HE HAD RE TURNED? 
MARCH: 21 FROM FIVE: MEEKS: IN: BIAFRAs 


20 ROBISON SAID: TWO: oF: HIS ARTICLES ABOUT’  BIAFRA- 
ALREADY: PUBLISHED. IN OBSERVER BUT THIRD: HELD: UP: FOR. 
REASONS WHICH HE’ HOPED: TO: ASCERTAIN: TOOAYs IN: ANY”: 

@ASE: HE’ PLANNING: PROCEED™ TO LONDON! WITHIN’ NEXT) DAY" vitae 
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EY fe WHEN: I CALLED: ON. LT. COL™: ABASANUO%. CO: SECOND! DIVo. (REAR) 
& AT. HIS. HEADQUARTERS. IN. IBADAN MARCH 220, Hei WAS: AFFABLEs FRANK. 
§ BUT NOT PARTICULARLY INFORMATIVEo- 
2o HAD NO:.DETAILS: ON CAPTURE! OF! ORON: AND: JAMESTOWN: ANDI WAS. 
APPARENTLY UNAWARE: ONITSHA HAD: FALLEN. THOUGHI HE SAIDi FM@ TROOPS: 
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HAD; REACHED: TOWN: AND: FALL: EXPECTED! SOON’ ESTIMATED: 5a: PERI CENT: 

OF: TROOPS: INGNITSHA. OPERATION: ARE YORUBAs® HE! PERSONALLY SAW: 

LITTLE: POINT: IN: TAKING NNEWL2. OJUKWU"S: HOME: TOWN». WHITCHI SECOND: ,. 
1EX MILITARILY PORT: HARCOURT’ WAS: NOW RAINES 

OBJECTIVE. BUT DECLINED SPECULATE: HOW. LONG: ITS. CAPTURE: WOULD. TAKE® 
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| Zo. ON PROBLEMI‘OF ARMED. ROBBERY IN: WEST BY PERSONS: IN) ARMY’ 
| i —  UNTFORMs.SAID. HIS: INVESTIGATIONS: SHOWED: THAT SOME: SOLDIERS: 

7 ~ COLLABORATING DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY: WITH! GANGS. OFi THIEVES: BASED: 
() PRINCIPALLY INi.LAGOS. BUT ALSO! OPERATING IN: ]BADAN! AND) OTHER: TQWNS®- 


TENN 


INi EFFORT. ‘TO! -CURB: THESE: ACTIVITIES HE: HaD. RECOMMENDED: SETTING: 
UPi SPECIAL ‘TRIBUNAL: ‘COMPOSED: OF: ONE ARMY - OFFICER». ONE! POLICE: 
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OFFICER. AND: ‘ONE! ‘CIVILIAN. JUDGE TRIBUNALi HAS: ALREADY: HEARD 
FIRST CASE. ANDi ‘HANDED. ‘DOWN: STIFF! SENTENCES. OF: LIFE: IMPRITSONe- 
MENT AND} TWELVE: “STROKES: TO: THREE: PERSONS» INCLUDING: ONE: ARMY: 
SARGEANTo. FOR: ARMED. ‘ROBBERY «| OBANJO: SAID: IT WAS. WF ORTUNATE” 
ONE: OF. ACCUSED: WAS. A SOLDIER: AS THIS: PERMITTED: STERN EXAMPLE: 
BE. SET HOWEVER». DID. NOT KNOW: HOW: EFFECTIVE! DETERRENT | THIS. 
WOULD: BE's : 


PAGE’ 3. RUTALS: 41.6BB: Ci: Ne Fe I Di E: NT’ LAL 
Ho OBSANJO. KEENLY: AWARE. OF: DEMOBILIZATION. > ROBLEMS: Bur’. WOULD 
ONLY SAY: WHOLE|.MATTER: UNDER: ACTIVE; STUDY IN LAGQSo 


So. HE: ADMITTED: THAT: SINCE: COUPS. OF 1966: SPIRIT OF: SUPRAPTRIBAL: 
LOYALTY TO ‘ONE: ‘NIGERIAN. ARMY® HAD: BEEN: BADLY’ DAMAGED: BUT’ FELT 
ARMY NOW REBUILDING: THIS: SPIRITo BIGGEST PROBLEM! WOULD: BE. HOW 
TO. REINTEGRATE, SOME: 1808S. INTO: ARMY 8 OTHERWISE: TROOPS: NOW: TENDED 
AGCEPT EACH: ‘OTHER AS. FELLOW NIGERTAN: SOLDIERS». 


60. HE. THOUGHT FMG.HAD: GONE’ ABOUT AS: FAR! AS! POSSIBLE! TO! 
REASSURE: 1B0S0-. IN: HIS. PERSONAL! VIEW FACT. THAT. PMG NOW 

PREPARED: NEGOTIATE: WITH OWUKWU. MEANT’ . 

TRAT NO: EASTERNERS 

NEED: FEAR: BEING PUNISHED; FOR: "WAR! CRIMES" HOW’ COULD: YOU! 

DEAL: WITH: LEADER: OF. REBELLION: AND PUNJSHi HIS: SUBORDINATES? 

AS: FOR. DANGER OF! MASSACRES# ADMITTED THERE: MIGHT BE: SOME — 

INSTANCES: WHERE. REBELS. SEEKENG. TO: SURRENDER. WERE! SHOT AS’ 

GUERILLAS. IN:-HEAT OF: BATTLE: ‘BUT. CLAIMED. IBOS: FEAR OFI WHOLE. i. 
SALE MASSACRE: NOT JUSTIFIED. BY FACTS: 


72. COMMENTs : ABASANJO:UNCOMPLICATEDs. STRAIGHTFORWARD 
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SOLDIER. WHO. SEES. THINGS” IN’ MILETARY’ Now. POLITICAL! FASHION 
AND ‘TENDS TQ: PUT.MATTERS IN BEST POSSIBLE: LIGHT. BUT” HE: DID: : 
NOT GLOSS OVER: ‘DIFFICULTIES OF, ACHIEVING: MILITARY: VICTORY f 
OR. POST. WAR: PROBLEMSe WHILE HIS: PICTURE: OF:. INCREASINGLW 
UNIFIED» NON= POLTTICAL: ARMY PROBABLY REFLECTS. HIS: CONVICTIONS». ie 
OTHER: ‘REPORTS. SUGGEST: IT MAY BE: AHEAD: Of) ERERENT: REALITY? HIS: 
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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN MEDIATION 


feo GHANAIAN AMBASSADOR QUASHIE VOLUNTEERED FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
THURSDAY EVENING WHICH WE SUBMIT’ FOR EVALUATION BY DEPT AND 
EMBASSY LAGOSe PLEASE PROTECT SOURCE’ 


ao QUASHIE SAID THAT DRe AZIKWE HAS. RECENTLY VISITEN ACCRA 
FOR TALKS WITH ANKRAHe QUASHIE'S’ INFORMATION FROM ACCRA IS THAT 


PAGE 2 RUQSUC 8261 CONFIDENTIAL 

ANKRAH MEDIATED AN AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE BETWEEN GOWON AND 
AZIKWE FOR UNCONDITIONAL’ TALKS BETWEEN OJUKWU AND GOWON, | 
AZIKWE THEN REPORTEDLY RETURNED TO: BIAFRA TO SEEK AGREEMENT 
FROM OJUKWU WHICH IS STILL’ PENDING. 


3° QUASHIE SAID HE WAS’ GIVEN: ABOVE TNFORMATION RECAUSE ANKRAH 

WANTS MOBUTU TO: ARRANGE A NEUTRAL: MEETENG PLACE GUASHIE SAID 

WE DISCUSSED THIS WITH! MOBUTU, WHO: SUGGESTED MEETING ON THE : 
WIGH SEAS. ON NAVAL SHIP. BELONGING, TO AN: ABSOLUTELY NEUTRAL Sg 
POWERe ACCORDING TO QUASHTEs MOBUTUTS. MAIN CONCERN IS To 
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REF : State 130342,’March 15, 1968 


Ss 
ARMY NAVY 
SOs Vt 
319° Mr. John Horgan, a senior correspondent for the IRISH TIMES, was in “T 


ay "Biafra" from February 14 until February 29, 1968. He traveled 
extensively about the secessionist territory and spoke to many 
eae influential military and civilian leaders, including Chief Justice 
4 Mbanefo (for three hours), former Nigerian President Nnamdi Azikiwe, 


former Nigerian Attorney General Gabriel Onyiuke, Major General 
Effiong, Secretary to the Military Government Akpan, and others. 
Mr. Horgan had a 45-minute formal interview with Col. Ojukwu and 
later spent more than an hour in private conversation with him in 
his home. 


Although Mr. Horgan has said that his articles, which are already 
appearing in series in the IRISH TIMES, do not go into the "politics" 
of the Nigerian civil war (since at the time he visited "Biafra" he 
had not yet heard the Lagos version of the situation), he spoke 
freely to an Embassy officer about his impressions of the attitudes 
of the "Biafrans". Mr. Horgan has had no previous African experience 
and although he obviously prepared himself well for this assignment, 
his "exposure" in "Biafra" was another propaganda opportunity for the 
highly articulate Easterners to attempt to influence world opinion 
(one of their avowed aims). Despite this, Mr. Horgan's conclusions 
are interesting and merit attention. 


iP'YFLO-PBR 


Ca 


1. Ceasefire: When asked what his attitude is towards a ceasefire, 
Ojukwu replied: "Any time they stop shooting at us, we will stop 
shooting at them." Asked if this would be true even if FMG troops 
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were still on eastern territory, Ojukwu did not retract his statement but 
pointed out that that situation would be difficult to handle. All other 
prominent "Biafrans" took this same position both publicly and privately, 
and expatriate sources in the east thought it was genuine. 


2. Sovereignty: Mr. Horgan detected a difference between the "Biafran" 
public and the "Biafran' leaders on sovereignty. The leaders are much 
more "sophisticated," but the people (and Chief Eke, Minister of 
Information) are dedicated to classic sovereignty and like to say: "Our 
independence is not negotiable." 


Ojukwu in his press conference with foreign reporters avoided use of the 
word "sovereignty."' He told Horgan: "The important thing is to be a 
free agent in negotiations." Once again, this position appears to be 
genuine. 


Louis Mbanefo, during a three-hour conversation with Horgan, said: 
"Sovereignty implies the right to dispense with sovereignty, to deviate 
from it, or to part with it." Mbanefo stated without dramatics that he 
would die before "surrendering" or being captured -- a general attitude 
in "Biafra," Horgan thought, among the more educated people. 


All "Biafrans" said to Horgan that what they wanted was "freedom from 
fear," which was what the war was all about. Many of them said that 
secession had been "the only possible response to what was happening to us." 


Horgan speculated that, since the civil war broke out, the people of the 
east have been "gathered up" by the word "independence", and anything less 
will be difficult for "Biafran" leaders to sell to them. 


3. Negotiations: "Biafra" wants negotiations as soon as possible, 
according to their spokesmen, subject, of course, to equal status at the 
negotiating table. 


Mbanefo told Horgan that "the war will end on the day that the British 
decide to insist on negotiations." 


4, Ojukwu's Position: Horgan thought there was no significant opposition 
to Ojukwu, although, he said, the easterners traditionally are not hero- 
worshippers and like to be critical of their leaders. Specifically, Horgan 
did not know of any other person or group that would be able to take over 
from Ojukwu as long as the present crisit exists. 


5. "Biafran" military strategy in pursuit of their political objectives: 
Apparently "Biafra" hopes merely to outlast Nigeria in the fighting, in 


the hopes that the Lagos government will eventually negotiate. No "Biafran" 
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spokesman made any claim that military pressure would influence Nigeria: 
world opinion and/or internal Nigeria politics are’ apparently the factors 
that "Biafra" expects to influence the Lagos leaders. 


Comment: These attitudes are identical to those reported by foreign 
correspondents before and those stated in Ojukwu's "world press conference" 
of January 28, 1968. However, it may be worth noting that a skilled 
correspondent with good access to "Biafran" and expatriate sources on the 
scene (the missionaries) was unable to discover any significant difference 
between "Biafra's" public and private positions. 
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TAR | SUBJECT: Mare Auerbach Died in Action in "Biafra" 
REF : Lagos Telegram 723 


Paynes the ICRC representative in Lagos, Mr. Pierroz, called on the DCM | 
March 19, he mentioned that the father of Marc Auerbach had asked the Red 
Cross to assist in determining the circumstances of the death of his son 
and to help recover his son's body. While comparing notes on this subject, 
Mr. Pierroz showed a letter concerning the death of Marc which the Embassy 
had not previously known about. A copy of that letter is enclosed with 


this airgram. 
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The letter is interesting for seyeral reasons: (a) it provides first-hand 
evidence that Marc Auerbach was with a detachment of Biafrans troops at 
the time he was killed in battle; (b) the source of the information was 
"one of our pilots who had to make a crash landing at Port Harcourt"; 
x“ (c) the letter was signed by Ernest Koenig, who is probably the same man 
who was involved in the initial supply of war planes to Biafra in the early 
=) summer of 1967. 


atl ro 
oF & The combination of the reference to "one of our pilots” and Ernest Koenig 
c re should provide good clues for the further identification of the international 
Be a Ying supplying war planes and equipment to Biafra. 
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Photocopy of a letter addressed to Mr. Henrotte 
Director of Gamma Photo Agency the 25th Dec 1967 


25 Dec 1967 


Mr. H. Henrotte 
Gamma Presse Images 


Dear Sir, 


One of our pilots, who had to make a crash landing at Port Harcourt 
and was seriously injured in the mishap, has just returned from Biafra 
for a convalescent leave in Germany. 


I have spoken with him concerning Marc Auerbach's death and he told 
me the following: 


Marc went out on a mission with Biafra troops to Calabar, when news 

of the Nigerian landing was received, and from what the pilot heard 
Mare apparently took a camera with him. Returning troops brought 

news back that Marc had been with them in the front lines taking pic- 
tures and because of the superior enemy forces the Biafra troops had to 
retreat. Marc stayed with a detachment covering the retreat of the 
gros of the Biafra troops. This detachment was taking cover and firing 
at the enemy and Marc stood up in the face of heavy fire to take some 
shots of the fighting. He was warned to take cover, but was fatally 
hit before they could pull him down. Immediately thereafter the 
Nigerian troops mounted a charge and the Biafra troops had to retreat 
without Marc's body. Marc died with the camera in his hands. 


Business here in Europe prevents me from going back to Biafra in the 
near future, but the pilot is going back on the 4th or 5th of January 
1968 and I will instruct him to try and get some more detailed news 
and find out what happened to the personal belongings of Marc, provi- 
ded of course that in the meantime you have not heard from the people 
Mare was with. 


= amie 


Respectfully yours, 


Ernest Koenig | 
(middle initial was S or A) | 
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SEAWARD DEFENSE BOATS$- IN. THIS CASE. EX UekKs BRYANSFORD: P3106 
WHICH WILL. BE RECKRISTENED NNS EBADAN- TI tTO REPLACE SpB IBADAN 
WHICH. BECAME: "BIAFRA'. AND: SUNK By. NIGERIAN NAVY AT: TIME INVASION 
RONNY ISLAND FALL! 1267%) IBADAN Th’ witL. BE FLOTILLA LEADER ‘FOR 
SIX SDB*S (INCLUDING IBADAN II )})+ SHE WILL BE ATRCONDITIONED 
THROUGHOUT AND WILL MOUNT TWIN BOFORS 4@MM GUNS FORWARD AND TWIN 
20MM. OERLIKONS AFT*® ALL: SUB GEAR AFT HAS BEEN REMOVED AND 
INTERNAL. COMPARTMENTS HAVE BEEN - BERR TANGED 
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ee New Nigerian of March 12 reports that "Biafran" administrative 
offices are located in four cities: Aba, Umuahia, Owerri and Port 
Harcourt. The article is based on documents said to have been cap- 
tured at Abagana near Onitsha and is confirmed in some cenatre by 
reports previously brought back by visitors to "Biafra." The 
general pattern is this: 
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In Umuahia: Ojukwu's office (18 Okpara Avenue) and the 
Ministries of Defence, Home Affairs, Foreign Affairs and Agriculture. 


In Aba; A branch office for Ojukwu (Immaculate Heart Secondary 
School), the Judiciary, Ministries of Justice, Information and Fi- 
nance, all statutory corporations and most offices dealing with 
financial and commercial matters and with local government. 


In Owerri:. Ministries of Education, Lands and Surveys,/ ete. \ 


In Port Harcourt: Portions of the Ministry of iyaneport: atid 
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le. ONITSHA. AREA: AS. OF: 16 MARCH USUALLY RELIABLE: SOURCES: ARMY’ 
HEADQUARTERS INDICATE FEDS. NOT YET ABLE. CLAIM CAPTURE: ONITSHA® 
SOURCES, HOWEVER, SAID: "NEW ARMORED: UNIT" (TWO: NEW SALADTNS: ‘PLUS 

TEN SARACENS- AS: REPORTED PRIOR: MSGS:) HAVE ARRIVED: "ONITSHA AREA" 
AND: READY FOR: USE’ IN ADDITOONs. SOURCES: CLAIM “WE! NOW: HAVE: HELL: 
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OF: A LOT (SIC) TROOPS ON THAT ROAD: (AWKA/ONITSHA} "6 SLURCES: SiY 
PAST WEEK' HAS: SEEN CONTINUATION SERIES! REBEL! ATTACKS: (SOME | 
COMPANY’ SIZE) AGAIYST FED! LINE’ COMMUNICATIONS OJI. RIVER/AWKA/ONITSHA 
a BUT: THAT THESE’ APP=ARED FALL! OF: TOWARD’ END: OF: WEEK's ! 
e 20 SITUATION BONNY/CALABAR AREA (THIRD DIV)? REF: PAR QMY OB98 ' 


Q MAR: 68% FOLLOWING: ARE LATEST SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS THIS AREA? 
Ae PATTERN NAVAL: ACTIVITY DEVELOPED AND. OBSERVED: PAST “THREE: 


H AMPHIB: OPS. NOTED AGAIN* IN ADDITION MOVEMENTS: REPORTED: RECENT 
MSGS». FOLLOWING: MOVEMENTS FROM LAGOS TO: BONNY/CALABAR: AREA 
OBSERVED: CARGO! AUXILLITARY "KWA RIVER" 141990As COMMAND: VESSEL! 
“WPENELOPE" W/DEP’ CHIEF: NAVAL! STAFF: ABOARDs 1423@0GA8 PATROL” CRAFT 
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"OGOUA" 15183GZ1 ONE MOTOR TORPEDO: BOAT 15173@Z+ SDB’ "KADUNA" 
16083823 IT ALSO POSSIBLE: SDB ENUGU. AND OTHER TWO MOTT PATROL 
BOATS: ALSO AT. SEA+ CARGO: VESSEL: OPUSOs HEAVILY LOADED» AT APAPA 
WHARFS: POSSIBILITY SOME. ENGINE. TROUBLE: DELAYING: MOVEMENT ® 

Re EXPAT SOURCE GOOD KNOWLEDGE AREA RETURNED: LAGOS: FROM CALABAR 
AREA 14 MARCHe HE REPORTED. CALABAR "TEEMING" WITH THOUSANDS: 
WELL! EQUIPPPED AND FAIRLY WELL: DISCIPLINED FED’ TROOPS". TROOPS. 
SAID HAVE: PLASTIC ASSAULT BOATS "LIGHT ENOUGH TO. BE: CARRIED: 
THROUGH BUSH"e WORD IN CALABAR IS: "FED LAND: ATTACK: BEING: 
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PREPARED"e 

Ce» DATT COMMENT THIS SITUATION: AS EXPECTEDs SOURCES VERY 
CLOSE*MOUTHED: THIS PARTICULAR MOMENT®s. MUCH: MORE: INFO. MUST’ BE 
GATHERED FROM INFERENCES’ AND THINGS UNSAID THAN BY’ DIRECT’ STATEMENTS® 
DATT CONTINUES OF OPINION» HOWEVER» SUBSTANTIAL’ FED: OPERATION 
IMMINENT THIS SHOULD, FROM ALL: INDICATIONS AND INFO AVAIL% 
INCLUDE AMPHIB OPERATION® IN. THIS. RESPECT» THERE COULD RE TWO 
AMPHIB: OPERATIONSs ONE: AT ORON AND: THE OTHER: AT PORT HARCOURT 
ITSELF! UTILIZING HUGHES CHANNELS» TO: WEST MAIN BONNY CHANNEL» AS 
MAIN: AVENUE APPROACHM AT SAME TIME: AMPHIB OPERATION (OR 
OPERATIONS) BEING CARRIED OUTs THERE! DISTINCT POSSIBILITY FED 
FORCES OTHER FRONTS (ONITSHA AND. CROSS. RIVER WEST OF IKOM) HAVE 
‘CAPABILITY LAUNCH SIMULTANEOUS ATTACKS. WHILE MOOD’ AND 7 
ATMOSPHERE ARMY AND OTHER: MIL: HQ) NOT QUITE "GO' FOR BROKE", THERE 
DISTINCT FEELING OF "THIS IS IT"s* POSSIBLE, ALMOST PROBABLE» 
ACTION: WILL. BE LAUNCHED TH]S WEKENDs CERTAINLY NOT MUCH LATER 
THAN: EARLY IN WEEK-> 


3* MISCELLANEOUS: FOUR: ANTONOV AN=j2'S. WITH MIL’ CONFIGURATIONS 
NO’ GUNS NOTED IN TAIL» HOWEVER? OBSERVED BY COMPETENT U.S 
OBSERVERS KANO AIRFIELD: 13714 MARe ALL! BORE EGYPTIAN MARKINGS. 
AND: COLORSe NIGERIAN AIR FORCE PERSONNEL: NOTED LEAVING ONE: 
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Department continuing face serious difficulties obtaining information 
re developments in Biafra and evolution attitudes Biafran leaders. 


Appreciate past reporting from Yaounde and Douala on Nigerian civil war 


and aware difficulty likely to be encountered in supplementing it from 
local sources. However, request addressees report any information this 
regard which may become available. Also would like Embassy's assessment 
as to whether there is potential for developing additional info from 
such sources as Biafran refugees, Biafrans and foreigners in transit, 
Ibo community resident Cameroons or Cameroonian officials. 
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NAR*®S BRIG (SENT LAGOS MAR it, NOW BEING REPEATED TO 
LONDON: DESCRIBES RECENT EXCHANGE OF PURLIC 
ACCUSATIONS IN DAR RE "BTAPRA"SET GFF BY EDITORYAL IN 
TANU PARTY PAPER MATIGNALISTe AFRICAN 8CONSPYRACY OF 
SILENCE” WAS RHETORICAL DEVICE USED BY NATIONALYST TO 
auT ACRASS PCINYS SUMMARIZED IN GARY'S 253%. 
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“NITSHA AREA: 


Ao SENIOR AND RELIABLE’ “SOURCE ARMY HQ@ SAID ALTHOUGH ONITSHa 
STILL: NOT IN FEDERAL HANDS “WE IN GOOD POSITION"s SOURCE SAID 
FEO TEN BRIGADE» TWO DIVse HOLDS HIGH GROUND NORTH AND N& ONITSHA 
AND ARE IN EASTERN SUBURBS: NORTH! AND SOUTH ROUTE TENo (ON 
VENING 13. MARCHs DEFENSE ADVISOR: TO UeKse HIGH COMMISSION» LAGOSs 
(PROTECT SOURCE} WAS. TOLD SUBSTANTIALLY SAME BY GOWON)« (BOTH 
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aRMY HQ SOURCE AND GOWON THOUGHT: MURITALLE. MUHAMMED: SHOULD. HAVE 
PUT MORE EMPHASIS ON HIS’ MOVE SW FROM AWKA TOWARD. NNEWT TO "ORAW. 

OFF. DEFENSIVE FORCES FROM QONITSHA PROPER" BOTH: SEEMED: BELIEVE: 
MUHAMMEDS PREOCCUP TION WITH SEIZURE: ONITSHA AFTER: HIS. SERIES: — 
FAYLURES OCT/NOV 67s CAUSED HIM ATTEMPT PREMATURELY FORCE! ‘HEAVY: 
NORTHERN AND EASTERN DEFENSES ONITSHA® NEITHER SOURCE SEEMED: 


OVERLY CONCERNEDWITH SITUATION AND: APPEARED CONFIDENT ONITSHA 


WOULD BE IN FEDERAL. HANDS: "NEAR. FUTURE". ) 
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Bo RELIABLE AND: KNOWLEDGEABLE EXPAT: COMMERCIAL SOURCE REPORTS 
FROM ASABA AND IDAH AREAS AS: OF @7 MARCHe AT TIMEs FED SEVEN 
SRIGADE UNDER LIC ALLY READY GO OVER TO ONITSHUQINUMBER: NEW 
ALUMINUM BOATS SEEN IN AREA) AS SOON AS TEN BRIGADE FIRMLY IN 
ONITSHA {IT BELYTEVED: SEVEN: BRIGADE WHICH CAUGHT MUCH HELL 
FARLIER Her ATTEMPTS: ASABA/ONITSHA HAS BEEN TOLD IT WOULD Not 
HAVE TO MAKE ANOTHER ASSAULT CROSSING NIGER}. AT IDAHs ‘SQURCE 
SAW "HEAVY" FED. REINFORCEMENTS CROSSING WEST TO EAST ON 
COMMERCYAL TYPE BOATS AND: FERRIES« (SOURCE: TOLD. SUCH ACTIVITY 


HAD. BEEN GOING. ON YALL! WEEK SOURCE: SAID HEAVY DUTY RAMPS HAD 


AEEN: BUILT BOTH IDAH AND: AGENEBODE (WEST BANK) TO aig UP 
LOADING AND UNLOADING PROCESS) « 
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Ao DEP CHIEF NAVAL’ STAFF* WO INVOLVED ALL. PRIOR AMPHIB OPS OF: 
WARa SCHEDULED. DEPART LAGOS: FOR *"THYRD DIV AREA FOR PERTOD APPROX: 
QNE WEEK" 14 MARCH®e (HE: SCHEDULED’ Go: VIA AIR TO CALABAR: BUT 
POSSIBILITY EXISTS MAY DEPART ON: "PENELOPE" WHICH APPEARS: 
READYING FOR: SEA AS OF’ NOON. 14: MARCH) 4 


Be PATROL CARFT "OGOUA™ SCHEDULED: SAIL’ FROM: LAGOS 15° MARCH 


ce THREE RUSS ORGIN MOTOR PATROL! BOATS OBSERVED BEING TOPPED 


OFF WITH AMMO LATE AM 14 MARCHe NAVY YARDa APAPAPAs LITERALLY 


BEEHTVE. ACTIVITY AM. 14 MARCHe 


Re MISCELLANEOUS: EXPAT WHO PASSED OFF PORT HARCOURT (OUTSIDE 
TWELVE: MILE LIMIT). 12 MARCH SAW "HEAVY. PALL. SMOKE TO NORTH 

BEYOND SONNY’ UP: TOWARD. HARCOURT» SOURCE OPINED "TANKS: AT 
OKRIKA (REFINERY) ON FIRE". GP#3. 
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AND. ARE IN’ EASTERN: SUBURBS NORTH: AND’ SOUTH: ROUTE TEN’s. CON 

EVENING 13 MARCH» DEFENSE! ADVISOR TO” Ue? HIGH: COMMISSIONs LAGOS». 
(PROTECT SOURCE) WAS. TOED: " SUBSTANTIALLY SAME: BY’ POM N Bore: 
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ARMY’ HQ: SOURCE AND GOWON THOUGHT’ MURITALLE: MUHAMMED: SHOULD: HAVE 
PUT MORE EMPHASIS ON: HIS: MOVE SW FROM AWKA’ TOWARD. NNEWI TO "DRAW . 
OFF. DEFENSIVE. FORCES: FROM ONITSHA.. PROPER" w: BOTH SEEMED: BELIEVE: 


| #) MUHAMMEDS. PREOCCUPATION: WITH SEEZURE: ONITSHA-. AFTER™HIS SERIES: 
| FAILURES OCT/NOV’ 67» CAUSED: HIM ATTEMPT. PREMATURELY: FORCE HEAVY* : 
a. . NORTHERN. AND: EASTERN’ DEFENSES. ON'TTSHiA’s | NETHER SOURCE: SEEMED... 
a OVERLY: CONCERNED: WITH SITUATION. AND: APPEARED! CONFIDENT ONITSHA 
: WOULD: BE: IN FEDERAL. HANDS. "NEAR: FUTURE" | 
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Be RELIABLE AND: KNOWLEDGEABLE: EXPAT) COMMERCIAL SOURCE REPORTS. 
FROM! ASABA AND IDAH AREAS. AS OF: @7°MARCHe AT. TIMES FED SEVEN 
BRIGADE UNDER LTC ALLY READY GO OVER TO ONITSHA (NUMBER NEW 
ALUMINUM BOATS SEEN IN: AREA) AS. SOON AS TEN: BRIGADE: FIRMLY’ IN 
ONITSHA (IT BELIEVED SEVEN. BRIGADE: WHICH CAUGHT MUCH’:HELL’ 
EARLIER! RIVER ‘ATTEMPTS: ASABA/ONITSHA HAS BEEN TOLD IT WOULD: NOT 
HAVE TO. MAKE: ANOTHER. ASSAULT CROSSING NIGER). AT IDAH» SOURCE: 
SAW "HEAVY" FED: REINFORCEMENTS. CROSSING. WEST: TO: EAST ON: 
COMMERCIAL TYPE. BOATS AND FERRIES* (SOURCE TOLD: SUCH ACTIVITY: 
‘HAD! BEEN’ GOING ON "ALL! WEEKs SOURCE. SAID: HEAVY DUTY RAMPS HAD 
BEEN BUILT BOTH: IDAH AND AGENEBODE! (WEST BANK). TO SPEED UP 
LOADING AND UNLOADING PROCESS!) ¢ 
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3EYOND BONNY’ UP: TOWARD: HARCOURT". SOURCE. ae tie "TANKS. AT 
OKRIKA (REFINERY) ON FIRE". GP«3% 
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le RELIABLE SOURCES ARMY Hq STATED: 72 MARCH THAT "BATTLE For 

By QONITHSA STILL GOING ON"ee SOURCES SaY "FOR PaST WEEK OR sow 

a FEDERAL LINES AND: POSITIONS FROM: AWKA WEST TO ONITSHA HAVE: BEEN 

. HIT REPEATEDLY BY REBEL’ ATTACKS» SQURCES: CLAIM ALL: ATTACKS 
REPULSED OR CONTAINED BUT saY FED CASUALTIES: HAVE: BEEN 
"SUBSTANTIAL IN HEAVY FIGHTING"s (CONFIRMATION THIS COMES FROM 
KNOWLEDGEABLE EXPAT SOURCES BENIN WHO SAY "QVER. PERTOD PAST WEEK" 


PAGE: 2. RUTALS 7agsCO CONF IOENTIAL - _ 
EIGHT CONVOYS» EACH APPROX ONE HUNDRED FIFTY WOUNDED (FEDERAL) 


EACH’ HAVE. ARRIVED AENIN: FROM "ONITSHA AREA"), (THROUGH 
CONVERSATIONAL: SMOKE SCREEN BEST DATT CAN MAKE OF: SITUATION IS 
THAT SOURCES BELIEVE SECOND DIV ELEMENTS "]N’ AND! AROUND’ ONITSHA 
TO. NORTH AND EAST BUT THAT ISSUE. STILL: NOT SETTLEDe C/S NIGERIAN 
ARMY EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR MANNER IN WHICH BATTLE GOING RUT 
‘CONSIDERS. GIVE IMPRESSION: HE CONSIDERS ENTIRE SITUATION AS “MATTER 
‘OF: TIME". G2 ARMY H@ SEEMED FAR MORE CONCERNED e | 


B 2e THIRD DIV CALABAR/BONNY’ AREA? REF PAR 2, MY @@82 AND 929 
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THIS AREA? 


Ae CORRECTED TROOPS ESTIMATE FOR ORANYANs BASED INFO BELIEVED 
RELIABLE’ 2598 PLUS+ CORRECTED FIGURE FOR SARACENS iS ELEVEN; 


Be LCT LOKOJA APPROX FIVE HUNDRED TROOPS AND OTHER CARGO ON 
BOARD» DEPARTED LAGOS. 12163@AMAR’ WITH DESTINATION BELTEVED 

3ONNYo (OATT BELIEVES FED STRNEGTH: BONNY AS OF THIS DATE: AT 
LEAST STX THOUSAND LESS THOSE ON LOKOJA«) 


Co ON t2 MARCH SEVERAL: SDBS AND MOTOR PATROL BOATS GF NIGERIAN 
NAVY OBSERVED MAKING RUNS TO SEA FOR SEVERAL HOURS» AUXYLLIARY 
PENELOPE WHICH HAS SERVED COMMAND VESSEL FOR AMPHIB OPS BONNYs 


PAGE: 3 RUTALS 7435CC CONF TOE NTI AL . 
CALABAR AND MIO#WEST ALSO OBSERVED ON HARBOR RUNS SAME DATE. 


De FOR: PAST SEVERAL DAYS: FED ARMY TEAMS HAVE. BEEN CONDUCTING 
ROADSIDE REQUISITIONS COMMERCIAL! AND STATION WAGON TYPE VEHICLES 
IN MOST LAGOS SUBURBS tae DECREE PERMITS SUCH PRACTICE FOR 
DURATION EMEROTNCY')+ IN SEVERAL! CASES NIGERTAN ORIVERS. HAVE BEEN 
MREQUESTTIONED"® ALONG WITH VEHICLES"te 


E. APPROX ONE THOUSAND TROOPS NOTED BEING STAGED OUT OF: SONNY 
CAMP» VICTORIA ISLAND AFTERNOON 13 MARe © 


Fe BOTH CARGO VESSELS "OPUSO" AND "KWA RIVER" BEING UTILIZED AY 
NIGERIAN. NAVY FOR. RUNS CALABAR/BONNY AT APAPAP WHARFS AS OF 13 MARo 


Ra NIGERIAN NAVY: CLOSE: WATCH BEING: MAINTAINED MOVEMENTS: KEY 
ELEMENTS © AS OF: MID DAY’ 13° MAR FOLLOWING UNITS: AT SEA® NIGERIAs 
BENIN» SAPELEs ELOLEs LOKONJAs ORANYANe ALL: OTHERS AT BASEe 
QUESTIONABLE’ WHETHER BONNY, UNDER: REPAIR» WILL! BE: READY FOR 
COMINGS OPS» GP-3* re : 
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DIORI TOLD ME LAST. NIGHT. HE HaD RECEIVED. LETTER FROM! 
GENERAL: ANKRAH: ‘CONCERNING NIGERIAN: SITUATION® ANKRAHi HAS: 
HAD VISIT ‘FROM REPRESENTATIVE OF’ OUUKWU: WHO. INDICATED ; 
OJUKWU WILLING MEET WITH GENERAL: GOWON». OUUKWU REPRESENTA. 
TIVE ALSO INDICATED OJUKWU PREPARED MEET: WITH SIX QAU: 
CHIEFS OF STATEs BUT DIORI' BELIEVES THIs: PROBABLY’ IMPOSSIBLE 
AND THAT OAU CHIEFS OF. STATE CAN. ONLY’ DEAL: WITH GOWON: AS 

ae NIGERJAN HEAD OF. STATE o SINCE NOTHING COULD: BE: WORKED 
OUT WITHOUT GOWON?S CONCURRENCEs GENERAL! ANKRAH: WILL: 


PAGE 2. RUFNCR 1294MM COUN. Fe pt DLED NET Pek ul 

a PROBABLY BE: TALKING OR MEETING: wITH GENERAL: GOWON TO! 

i DISCUSS THIS. LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN. DISCUSSING LAGOS: 
CONDITIONS AND: TALKS: DIORI ONCE AGAIN REITERATED. HIS: 
BELIEF. THAT LAGOS AUTHORITIES: SHOULD BACK’ OFF. ON: 
CONDITION THAT EASTERN REGION. AGREE TO. 12> STATE CONCEPT. 
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oRGR COM FROM : Amembassy LAGOS DATE: March 10, 1968 
bees SUBJECT : Administrative Council Organized for Liberated Areas of East 


Central State 


ay 
T+ Was announced on March 8 that an Administrative Council has been set 
ini up for the liberated parts of the East Central State by the Administrator 
3 of the area, Mr. Ukpabi Asika. 


- 


d ? 
44, Members of the Council are: Mr. Chike Chukwura, Secretary to the Admini- 
strator (Resident for Enugu); Mr. Z.0.N. Ekwebelem, acting Resident for 
Nsukka; Mr. W.N. Anowa, acting Resident for Awka Province and Mr. C.A. 


Eberé, divisional officer of Enugu Division. 


"they were introduced by Mr. Asika at the party he arranged in honour of 
officers of the Nigerian Army in the Enugu sector, at his Enugu temporary 
residence earlier this week. 


"Present at the party were Nigeria Police officers, members of the Red 


nN 
= Cross, newly commissioned medical officers of the Army and Lieut-Col. 
un Danjuma, Commander of Enugu sector. 
jong 
= co ‘ 
on i "In his speech at the party, Mr. Asika expressed gratitude to the Federal 
= = Armed Forces for the task they were facing to keep the country one. 
ard & "Tt was his view that if the rebels should renounce accession and come 
= = back into the Nigerian fold, innocent people would be saved from further 
& suffering unnecessarily. 
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"Replying, Lieut-Col. Danjuma said the success of bringing about 
normalcy and good administration in the East Central State would 
come from the performance of the Administrator. 


"The task, he said, would be better performed by civilians rather 
than the military men charged with erushing the rebellion. 


"Mr. Asika arrived in Lagos yesterday." 
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SUBJECT: HASSAN KATSINA COMMENTS ON COMMONWEALTH FORCE 


te ARNOLD ZEITTLINs AP CORRESPONDENT (PROTECT SOURCE), 

HAD INTERVIEW WITH INTERIM ADMIN COUNCIL' {TAC} CHAIRMAN 

COLONEL HASSAN KATSINA MKJCH 80 ACCORDING ZEITLINa 

HASSAN STATED HE HAD NO. OBJECTION TO CONCEPY OF COMMONS 

WEALTH (CW) FORCE REING USED TO POLICE: ARMISTICE IF 

REBELS AGREED TO ACCEPT FEDERATION TWELVE. STATES© HASSAN 

REPORTEDLY ADDED HE. WANTED TO SEE: EARLY END TO BLOODSHED: nt 


PAGE: 2 RUTAKA 896KK CON FIDENT.IAL beso 
AND FUTURE USE OF WEAPONS ONLY FOR: "DUCK HUNTINGo® IN > . . f 
EMPHASIZING HIS ACCEPTANCE OF: CW FORCEs ZEITLIN SAID. . 

=: HASSAN REFERRED TO BRIGADIER: DAVID EVOOR*S. ALLEGED: PROe 

a POSAL’ FOR DISPATCH BRITISH TROOPS IN MAY 1967 WHICH'-WAS: 

m REVECTED BY OJUKWU* 


2@e HASSAN FURTHERN STATED, ACCORDING ZEITLINa THAT HE: 
HOPED' To. SEE. ARMY H@ TRANSFERRED TO KADUNA AND EVENTUAL: 


; TRANSFER: ‘OF: FEDERAL CAPITAL: TO KADUNA® MEANWHILE» 
: «3) KADUNA™ none BE: CAPITAL! NORTH*CENTRAL: STATE. 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


CLASSIFIED 


t sy ; gr Hs 11 | 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


PAGE @2 KADUNA @@806 1129562 


30 -IN RESPONSE: TO QUESTION OF HIS FUTURE» HASSAN SWORE: 
HEHAD! NOT DISCUSSED MATTER. WITH GOWON AND SAID: HE: INe 
TENDS’ TO RETURN: TO MILITARYs WAVING A THICK FILE OF: 
PAPERS» HASSAN REPORTEDLY SAID HE. WAS WORKING WITH EJOOR 
ON: PLANS FOR "REORGANIZATION OF ARMY" 


4o COMMENT? HASSAN KATSINA'S ACCEPTANCE. OF: CW FORCE: 
IS DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED To HIS PREVIOUS PUBLIC: STATEOA 
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MENTS» BUT HE HAS: BEEN. KNOWN. TO! CONTRADICT HIMSELF IN 
PAST WHEN: SUCH REVERSES WERE POLITICALLY EXPEDIENT® 

Ao RE. SITING FEDERAL CAPITAL: HERE» ZEITLIN ALSO SAID 
ALI AKILUs SECRETARY IACe TOLD HIM LONG: RANGE AIM IS: TO 
GET CAPITAL MOVED. TO. KADUNA THROUGH THIS NOT POLITICALLY: 
POSSIBLE AT PRESENT» 


GPs4- 


STQKES > 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


Fa at 10; ity” i 
R 


| ey/Wrs ARA Date _| 


| ied Pa 


Deteaienthres int arian iia ten hileda tied Lohan 


Y 


~ 
Rie, e 3s 


os ne Chia Laren Met 


+. UNCLASSIFIED. 
“PAGE.91 “AOOTS 298s OB aasze eS 
Segue yr ae o eee 

OC ACTIDN: AF 15) 


<7 UINFO CIAE 20,D00E. 4%,GPM dasH O2sINR O74L: O3,NSAE OO,NSE- 10,P Oh, 


RSC O1ySC O1+SP' O2)SS 2orUSTA’|2+SAH @3,AID 28sACOA 16,10 13, . 

EUR. 15GRER OIY/156 W- : me ; yg Seeks 
"R OB1300z-NAR 6B ae a ee fees 
" FM AMEMBASSY” ADDIS’ ABABA ie at ee Ae 
- TD SECSTATE WASHOC 526 ees . eee 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS. [7] oe as ee . 
: ‘\ 


~ UNCLAS ADOTS: ABABA 2985" 


SOM sean on pom namin ttt greener peste non are ne Rete: 


AT FAREWELL PRESS LUNCHEON: NIGERTAN AMB HAASTRUp. fee ft wu NE 


PRAISED QTE PATERNAL GUIOANCE: OF EMPERDR ANO FRATERNAL": ne ee Ni 
“CODPERATION IEG: UNOTE AND ALSD EXPRESSEQ GRATITUDE FOR fone NC 


amet reree 


Lee Es 


- 2 QOAU: CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE*S CONDEMNATION OF. BIAFRAN 
<* SECESSION® REFERRING TO BIAFRAN CHARGES. THAT FMG USES _ - 
“ -MERCENARTESs AMB SAID FMG HAS PROVED FALSITY @TE BEYOND fats 
REASONABLE ODUBT. UNGTE WHILE. REBELS. QTE. LARGELY OEPEND: qn. 
“. MERCENARTES’ UNQTE. HE CLAIMED ENUGUs NSUKKA, OGDUAs.- - eee 
“CRUSHED QTE WITHIN HOURS IF: FMG WANTED BE RUTHLESS UNOTE? Oey 
/°- ANNO) ADDEO THAT CIVIL’ WAR WILLY LAST LESS: T AN VEAR ooo cs) Benne 
WHEN ASKED TF DJUKWU COULD. PARTICIPATE GONSITITUTLONALS ees 


See ae ee SP ee 


“PAGE: 2 RUGSDA 2985X UNCLAS-”". 


TALKS He SaI0 THAT UNDER PEACE! TERMS» OTE: LEAOING. EX=REKELS. 


« CAN. BE. CHDSEN BY. PEOPLE: IN CENTRAL! EAST’ STATES TO. REPRESE 


© | THEMCAT “CONFERENCE TABLEWHEN. QUESTION’ OF: REBELLION: WOUI'G 
NAVE BECOME HISTORY UNQTE®,.. © Seo eee es eee 


> DECLASSIFIED, § 


Aut! wority L 
By [MWrara Date _ 


soe mai pennant 


SASS TA eSB RR EE EE er EB 


ade ees 


Pb 2? Bice rn — Hege 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


‘CONFIDENTIAL 149 
1 by 
PAGE: 91 @814332 = 
rN 
53. = 


ACTION AF: 15 


INFO: SSQ @@sGPM 934SS 1@»INR @7sACDA @ »RSR OYFILE O®lsTO B3aSR Blo 


ORM @12EUR' 985/857 W 
P R @81320Z MAR 68 

FM USDAO/LAGOS NIGERIA 
TO DIA. PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC: 
CINSTRIKE 


‘CINCLANT 


INFO CIA 

DA 

AMCONSUL. KADUNA 
AMCONSUL’ IBADAN 
DA GRNC 


cONF IDENT I A L 8689 MAR! 68. SGD. HALLIGANe COUNTRY tNIGERIA« 
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1° FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES ARMY HO AS OF @8 MAR 
obs “ oie 


Ao ONITSHA AREA: SOURCES: CONTINUE INDICATE: FED: TEN BRIGADEs TWO 
DIV, ENETERED ONITSHA @3° MAR AFTER: "VERY HARD: FIGHT ALL’ WAY AWKA 


PAGE 2: RUTALS. 733@CC CONF IDENTIA Li 
TO: ONITSHA IN WHICH CASUALTIES HEAVY’ BOTH: SIDES". SOURCES: SAY 
GIVEN COMBINATION MURITALLE: MUAHMMEDs WHO RELUCTANT ANNOUNCE 
CAPTURE. TERRITORY UNTIL: HE SURE HE! ABLE RETIN CONTROL’ AND GOWONs 
WHO HAS CAUTIONED ALL COMMANDERS: TO ERR ON CONSERVATIVE SIDE IN 
ANNOUNCING CAPTURE TERRITORYs IT"NO WONDER THERE NO: ANNOUNCEMENT 
CAPTURE AS YET". 

Be AWKA AREA: FED SIX BRIGADE» TWO: DIV, CONTINUES PROGRESS TOWARD 
NNEWT. ON: AWKA ROAD): LAST KNOWN POSITION APPROX TWO MILES SW 
ADAZI( WHICH: WOULD: PUT LEAD ELEMENTS: APPROX EJGHT MILES. FROM 
NNEWT) 0. HO SECOND: DIV FWD NOW AT’ Sal ee 
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Ce AWGU' AREA EIGHT BRIGADE» TWO: DIVs IS"EAST OF ACHI 

(S608N: @721E) ON WAY TO. AWGU"e (ACHT LOCATED: HIGH GROUND. 
AWKA/AWGU ROAD» FED FORCES THUS ASTRIDE: HIGHWAY ON HIGH: GROUND 
APPROX EIGHT ROAD MILES: WEST OF: BLUFFS’ OVERLOOKING AWGU: WHICH 
SITS: ON: LOW GROUND LESS. THAN’ ONEMILE: FROM. OVERLOOKING: HEJGHTS:, 


TOF WEST’ FED: FORCES. THESE: HEIGHTS: WOULD: BE: WITHIN EASY MORTAR/ARTY 


RANGE’ AWGU IN: SITUATION: REMINISCENT HEIGHTS OVERLOOKING: eNUGU 
WHICHSJEDS USED: TO GOOD ADVANTAGE:. IN: FORCING: EVACUATION. ENUGU» 
SUCH! DISTINCTLY WITHIN: FED. CAPABILITIES: THIS: AREA. ALSO). 
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a CALABAR AREA NIG: NAT’ LINE: VESSEL "ORANYAN" DEPARTED LAGOS: 
FOR: CALABAR @8S7@9MARCH: FULLY LOADED: ARMS» AMMO» EQUIPsSUPPLIES 
AND! TROOPS: FOR CALABARe TROOP ESTIAMATE: AT LEAST ONE’ THOUSAND « 
AMONG: EQUIP. CARRTED MIL! VEHICLES’ ALL! TYPES» TANK! TRUCKS: AND. . 
TRAILERS» EIGHT SARACENS: AND: TWO! SALADINS* THIS: PART CONTINUING 
BUILDUP: FOR “OPERATION: SEA LION" DESCRIBED: RECENT MESSAGES.« IN 
THIS: CONNECTION’, ARMY C/S: BISALLA, WITH: NAVY AND AIR FORCE: REPS» 
VISITED: CALABAR 06/%8 MARCH FOR: FURTHER ON~SPOT. CONSULTATIONS 
WITH! ADEKUNLE » ALL: SIGNS: CONTINUE’ INDICTE: "SEA LION" IS: FOR ORON 
OR: GENERAL! AREA 


30 CONSTRUCTION. COMMENCED: 98 MARCHi ON "ARMED: FORCES: MEDICAL: 
SERVICES CONVALESCENT AND: REHABILITATION. DEPO" ADJACENT: TO: BONNY 
CAMPs. ‘VICTORIA ISLANDsLAGOS*s BULK’ INSTALLATION WILL’ BE: TEMPORARY 
INi NATURE ALTHOUGH SOME SEMI~- PERM: STRUCTURES: WILL: BE! ERECTED. 
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is ea il SUBJECT: Aminu KANO's Views on Nigerian Situation 


REF 


. “7 
oes tus bee In a wide ranging dinner conversation with the Ambassador on March 5 


3 Alhaji Aminu KANO, Federal Commissioner for Communications, made a 
0 ji z number of interesting observations about the Nigerian situation. 


Armed Forces.--After the fighting stops, the demobilization of excess 
military personnel should proceed slowly so that arrangements can be 
made to absorb the troops into the economy. Re-enlisted veterans 

and other older personnel should be released first as they presumably 
can find work more easily than the younger, unskilled recruits. When 
the Army is reduced to its permanent size, it should be dispersed 
throughout the country. The Ambassador asked whether this meant that 
units should be located in each State and what would be the relation- 
ship of the local Army unit and the State Government. He mentioned 
in this connection the National Guard system in the U.S. Kano replied 
that he thought it likely that there would be. Army units in each State. 
The relationship of these units to the State Governments was one of 
the questions that would have to be resolved in the new constitution. 


pu 4 195 


cOPYFLO-PBR 


Duration of. FMG.--The FMG should remain in power through the period 
of post-civil war reconstruction in order to maintain "discipline". 
Any move for an early return to civilian government would reintroduce 


politics and divert the peoples' attention from the primary tasks of 
social and economic reconstruction. 
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Constitution Making.--It would be a serious mistake for the FMG to 
begin the process of preparing a new constitution for Nigeria by 
convening a large, nation-wide conference. The best procedure would 
be for the FMG to consult with a small group of experts and to produce 
a "white paper" setting forth its proposals for the new constitution. 
This document should then be submitted to the State Governments for 
Study and comment. After all the State Governments had. commented, 

the FMG and its experts should produce a revised document incorporating 
the views of the States. At that point a convention could be summoned 
to prepare a new constitution within the framework of the revised FMG 
“white paper". 


States vs. Center.--A major issue in the making of a new constitution 
will be the division of powers between the States and the Federal 
Government. States such as Kano State which are relatively wealthy 

and have a strong sense of identity will press for a large devolution 

of powers to the States. Poorer States with less ethnic or political 
solidarity will in contrast want a stronger center.that would have the 
power to shift revenue to them from the richer States. Proponents of 
the two points of view will press their cases vigorously, but Nigerians 7 
have learned the need for tolerance and compromise, and an acceptable | 
solution will be worked out. 


Role of the Youth in the North.--The younger educated men in the North 
now have the initiative. It is interesting and even amusing to attend 
meetings of "leaders of thought" and other forums in the North because 
the younger men dominate the discussions. Many of the older participants 
obviously have great difficulty understanding what the young men are 
talking about. Some of the latter occasionally sound radical, but their 
motivation and objective is simply to bring the North into the modern 
world. Even though the young men have the initiative, the structure 

of governmental and consultative machinery in the North still acts as 

a drag on them. 


Falling Away of AWOLOWO's non~-Yoruba Supporters.--When the Ambassador 
asked whether Commissioner of Transport J.S. TARKA's recent criticism 
of "leaders of thought" was directed at the drag on youthful initiative 
in the North which Kano had just described, the latter grinned and said 
he thought not. It was his impression that Tarka was addressing himself 
to the situation in the West. There followed an allusive exchange in 
which Kano indicated his view that Tarka and other non-Yoruba allies 

of Chief Obafemi AWOLOWO were estranged from the Yoruba leader and 
striking out on their own. 
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Future of Hassan KATSINA.--The Ambassador asked whether there was 

any Substance to the rumours that Colonel Usman Hassan KATSINA, 
presently Chairman of the Interim Administrative Council for the 
Northern States, might become Governor of the North Central State 
after April 1. Kano replied tartly that Hassan had earlier turned 
down this post and could hardly expect a second chance at it. He 
thought that Hassan would come to Lagos but indicated he did not 

know or particularly care what Hassan might do in Lagos. It was clear 
that in Kano's view there is no place for Hassan in the North. 
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SAID: HE HAD: RECEIVED COMMUNICATION: DATED MARCH 4 FROM SKOLAs MUTALLAH 
MOPIEZEDs CO SECOND DIVo IN FIELD» REQUESTING ALL’ AVAILABLE: BOATS» 
QUYBOARD MOTORS AND FERRIES BE MOVED: ASABA ASAP. TO HELP MOVE 

SUPPLIES ACROSS NIGER AFTERFALL: OF ONITSHA. 


ae COMMENTING ON $14,900 DAYLIGHT HIGHWAY ROBBERY PERPETRATED 

i AY PERSONS. IN ARMY UNIFORMS FEB 29% ON ISRAELI CONTRACTING FIRM 
q — RUTLDING*ROAD BETWEEN IJEBU=ODE: AND IBADANs OBASANJO’ INDICATED: 
i THERE’ EVIDENCE THAT GANG RESPONSIBLE: FOR THIS AND OTHER. RECENT 
DARING: ESCAPADES’ BACKED BY LAGOS*BASED NIGERIAN WOMAN GOLD 
SMUGGLER» SHE HAD. SUPPOSEDLY OBTAINED ARMY PARAPHENALIA FROM 

: . SOMEONE IN QUARTERMASTER'S: OFFICE BNGOVWP . 
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| EM. TWO COMPANIES AUXILIARY POLICE EXPECTED BETWEEN COURSE 

aBEQKUTA TRAINING DEPOT WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. THEY | 7 
INCLUDE 198 INTEGRATED FROM POLICE’ AND REST COMBAY ARMY 

vVETERANSe HOPE Is THAT BY END OF! WAR THERE WILL’ BE FULL’ 

BRIGADE MP*S FOR FORMIDABLE TASK: OF MAINTAINING ORDER 

IN NIGERIA'S EXPANDED POST=WAR ARMY. 
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4eSGY STORIES OF EXTORTIONS AT ROADBLOCKs OBASANJO ADMITTED 
SOME INCIDENTSs SAID MAJOR PROBLEM WAS AT |{2eMILE POINT 
NORTH OF LAGOSe CLAIMED PERPETRATORS WERE ENTERPRISING | 
CIVILIANS WHO SPLIT PROCEEDS AT END OF DAY WITH SOLDIERS 
MANNING ROADBLOCKS® 
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SUBUs NIGERIA’ UN. AND COMMONWEALTH: SECRETARIATS: 


jo WHEN AMBASSADOR: MET’ WITH! OGBU, NIGERIAN: PERM REP: 

AT UN» AND GANAs». NEW PERM SEC: MINEXTAFF»s. ON: MARCH! 6 HE: 
ASKED: ABOUT RUMORS THAT U THANT HAD: BEEN THINKING: OF: 
MAKING STATEMENT ABOUT NIGERIAN SITUATION®: OGBU: SAID. 
SYG HAD! BEEN UNDER CONSIDERABLE: PRESSURE FROM "BIAFRANS" 
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IN: US» BUT HE: (OGBU) HAD’ PERSUADED’ U: THANT IT WOULDNOT 
BE HELPFUL FOR HIM TO MAKE: ANY PUBLIC: STATMENTS: ABOUT 
NIGERIAN SITUATION® 


@e OGBU AGREED THAT ARNOLD’ SMITH#S: PRESENCE: IN: LAGOS FOR 

COMMONWEALTH: EDUCATION CONFERENCE: DURING LAST 18 DAYS: HAD ; 
CALMED DOWN. SPECULATION: AND RESENTMENT WHICH FOLLOWED HIS | 
EARLIER VISIT RE’ MEDIATION IN NIGERIAN: CRISISe { 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9676 
INFO: AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1626 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS: ABABA 396 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 599 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 140 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 738 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 92] 
AMEMBASSY PARIS: 883. 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE. 1956. 
DIA. 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 


ec ON F.1D ENT IT A LI LAGOS. 7313. 


te VARIOUS REPORTS FROM: ABROAD» PRESS AND OTHERWISE HAVE 
SPECULATEDTHAT OUTSIDE’ MEDIATION’ CAN SOMEHOW BRING ABOUT A> 
SETTLEMENT OF THE CIVIL: WARe WHILE! FMG HAS CONTINUOUSLY: 


PAGE RUTALS 7313CCC 0. N. F IOEINT I A Li 
EXPRESSED: READINESS TO: NEGOTIATES NEGOTIATIONS CAN’ ONLY’ ‘TAKE 
PLACE: AFTER, "BIAFRANS" HAVE: AGREED: TO. FMG"S TWO: ROCK: BOTTOM 
CONDITIONS. NAMELY RENOUNCEMENT OF! SECESSION:. AND’ RECOGNITION: 
OF TWELVE: STATES: CONCEPT®* UNDER: NO: CIRCUMSTANCES SHORT. OF 4 
SERIOUS MILITARY REVERSAL! ‘WOULD FMG: BE’ WILLING TO: CONSIDER 
SPECIAL’ OR PREFERENTIAL: STATUS AMONG: TWELVE STATES: FOR: EAST 
CENTRAL STATE’ AS: IMPLIED MIGHT BE POSSIBLE BY ARNOLD ‘SMITH! : 
| PROPOSED NEGOTIATING: PACKAGE*. IN’ SINCERE) ATTEMPT TO PREVENT” 
Re 4 CONFLICT» THIS OFFER ALREADY: MADE: BY’ FMG: IN: DECREE. NO’ 8. OF: 
: ~ MARCH: 174 1967 (LAGOS: 7193, MARCH! 1.7%. 1967) 6 OUUKWU: REJECTED 
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THIS: OFFER OUT OF HAND» AFTER EIGHT MONTHS OF WAR AT COST’ OF 
THOUSANDS. OF LIVES AND: ENORMOUS FINANCIAL EXPENDITURE: THE FMG 
CAN SEE MILITARY VICTORY: AHEADe IT [Ss THEREFORE» ONEEN ARTE 

TO EXPECT FMG TO RETURN: TO POSITION OF' DECREE NQ®* _NEVERTHE- 
LESS» EMB CONVINCED FMG- WOULD’ BE READY TO OPEN NEGOTIATYONS. ONCE 
“BIAFRANS" ACCEPT FMG'S: TWO BASIC: CONDITIONS BUT BOTH MILITARY 
AND: CIVILIAN LEADERS WILL: HAVE TO. BE CONVINCED THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
WILL: NOT BE SUCH AS TO PERMIT "BIAFRANS" To: RESUPPLY ANG CATCH 
BREATH PRIOR TO: INITIATION OF. FURTHER MILITARY atti: 
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CINCSTRIKE 
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CINCLANT 
INFO: CIA 

DA 
AMCONSUL’ IBADAN: 
AMCONSUL’ KADUNA 
SECDEF 

-AMEMBASSY LONDON 
DA GRNC: 


CONFI D E N T I A L: NOFORN 286 MAR 68~. SGD HALLIGAN* COUNTRY: 
NIGERIA. SUBJECT: UPDATE: CURRENT FMG/EASTERN. MIL SITUATIONe DIA 
FOR: DIACOs’ CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ2=Ct DA FOR ACSI# SECDEF FOR 

OASD/ ISAs LONDON: FOR DAO AND POL‘ 


le: REF. MY.-CONF NFD MSG 0873 FEB 67% SAME SOURCE: (PROTECT) 
IDENTIFIED PAR ONE REF! MSG SAID NEGOTIATING: TEAM COMPLETED 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 7204CC CON RT DENTE AL NOFORN 
ACTIVITIES: NIGERIA WITH "SIGNING: FORMAL’ AGREEMENT BY GOWON AND ., 
SIR. DAVID HUNT, (UeK*. HIGH COMMISSIONER: TO NIGERIA) DODAN 
. BARRACKS" .@4. MAR 68 . 
Qe SOURCE: SAID THIS AGREEMENT? "WHICH VERY GENEROUS’ AND 
SATISFACTORY FOR ALL’ CONCERNED" (REFERENCE: WAS’ TO. TERMS: AND 
a CONDITIONS OF: SERVICE OF TRALNING: TEAM MEMBERS) 2 ALTHOUGH IT 
J CONFINED ITSELF: STRICTLY’ To: UekKe- NAVAL: TRAINING TEAMs WTLL’ NOW 
a SERVE AS BASIS FOR ALL! FUTURE. AGREEMENTS. THIS TYPE WHICH WE (UK) 
ENTER INTO WITH NIGERIANS". SOURCE’ SAID: NATURE OF AGREEMENT WAS. 
| 2 SUCH’ THAT “IT COVERED ALL! CONTINGENCIES WHICH COULD BE: FORESEEN 
: a BY PARTIES TO AGREEMENT. THTS TIME"» AS. SPECIFIC: EXAMPLE: SOURCE 
i yh - SAID "FOR INSTANCE* AGREEMENT PUTS:NO: LIMET- ON’ SIZE NAVAL: 
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TRAINING TEAM? RATHERs WITH CONCURRENCE BOTH: SIDES» TEAM CAN BE 
EXPANDED ANY TIME TO MEET EXPANDING NIGERIAN NAVY REQUIREMENTS 
WITHOUT NEW AGREMENT BEING NECESSARY"* WITH RESPECT TO costs 

TO BE BORNE BY PARTIES TO: AGREEMENT, SOURCE SAID TOTAL: CNSTS 
TRAINING TEAM WOULD BE: SPLIT EQUALLY BY THE UeK* AND NIGERTA®s 

3. WITH RESPECT TO IMPLICATION ABOVE QUOTE STATEMENT "ALL... 
FUTURE AGREEMENTS THIS. TYPE WHICH We ENTER INTO WITH NIGERI ANS" 
SOURCE SAID "WITH. THIS ONE (NAVAL AGREEMENT) OUT OF WAY WE CAN 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 7204CC.C:O NF IDEN TI A Li NOFORN 

NOW GET ON TO THE ARMY AGREEMENT"« WHEN QUERIED. DIRECTLY THIS. 
POINT SOURCE SAID IT WAS. UeKe AND NIGERIA INTENTION TO NOW -DRAW 
UP "SIMILAR AGREEMENT COVERING UskKe TRAINING: TEAMS FOR NIGERIAN 
ARMY"e DATT QUERIED SOURCE ON POSSIBLE SIZE. THIS TEAM AND SQURCE 
SAID “We WE (UK!) USED TO: KEEP OVER’ ONE HUNDRED: AND FIFTY OFFICERS 
AND SEVERAL HUNDREO OTHER RANKS..(EM) OUT HERE WITH NIGERTAN ARMY® 


ANY FUTURE TRAINING TEAMS WILL’ VERY LIKELY BE AT LEAST AS: LARGE 
AND MOST LIKELY CONSIDERABLY LARGER" ® 


we DATT COMMENT: IT QUITE: APPARENT FROM ABOVEs AND RELATED 
CONVERSATIONS WITH SOURCE» THAT UsKes WITH AGREEMENT 


GOWONe IN PROCESS ARRANGING FOR. REORGANIZATION AND RETRAINING 
OF NIGERIAN ARMY AND NAVY (AND POSSIBLY AIR FORCE) IN POST_WAR 
PER]OD0 SOURCE INDICATED POLITICAL’ RAMIFICATIONS THESE aCTIONS 
BY SAYING "WAIT TILL RUSSIANS GET WIND ALL THIS, THEY WILL HAVE 
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83° 
ACTION: AF: 15 


INFO SS. 180GPM @3sINR @7ACDA B7510: G3yRSR/JOLoOFILE: B1o/G47 W 
F PR! O5)415Z MAR: 68 

? FM: USDAQ/LAGOS NIGERIA 
: FO: DIA PRIORITY 

: SECSTATE WASHDC: 
EINCSTRIKE 
RUEDNKA/CINCLANT 

INFO: CIA 

DA 

AMCONSUL’ IBADAN 
AMCONSUL: KADUNA 

DA GRNC: 


Cc: OCN'F ID ENT I A L! @0g2 MAR! 680 SGD HALLIGANo COUNTRY’ NIGERIA 
SUBYECT:. UPDATE! CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL! SITUATIONe DIA FOR | 
DIACOs CINCSTRIKE: FOR STRJd- C8 DA FOR ACSI o 

Je FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM USUALLY RELIABLE: SOURCES ARMY Ha 

AS: OF! 5: MARCH8 

As SOURCES SAY "SUBSTANTIAL: ELEMENTS" MURITALLE MUHAMMED!S 

SECOND’ FED DIV HAVE "BEEN INSIDE! ONITSHA SINCE: EARLY SUNDAY: 

3 MARCH" « (SAME: CLAIM MADE BY KNOWLEDGEABLE MIL SOURCES. SUPREME 


PAGE! 2 RUTALS: 7241CC C: 0: NSePoccds DICE NOR oP oa et 

HQ eo "MOPPING UP! IN: PROCESS’ AND: MUHAMMED: WILL! NOT’ MAKE: CLAIM FOR: ,. 
CAPTURE UNTIL: HE: CERTAIN: HTS: OWN! MIND: HE ABLE: HOLD AREA. THIS 

EXPECTED: SHORTLYo AS. INDICATED PREVIOUS: REPORTS, NEXT MOST. LIKELY 

BATTLE! THIS SECTOR PROBABLY NNEWT (G699N’ 6556) APPROX TWELVE 


: MILES! SE’ ONITSHAs FED AIR RECCE SHOWS: ELEMENTS REBEL FIFTY FOUR: 
s BRIGADE: WITHDRAWING ON! NNEWI ROAD: FROM ONITSHAc AT SAME TIME, j 
E FEDi SOURCES: SAY’ OTHER ELEMENTS FED: SECOND: Div MOVING SW ON 7 fi 
p AWKA/NNEWI ROAD: AND LAST KNOWN “VICINITYVILLAGE ADAZI - | 
a (@604N! 9659E}) APPROX SEVEN? MILES: SW AWKA AND APPROX TEN: MILES: NE: 
gs NNEWI 0 


Bio FIRST DIV ENUGU SECTOR: FIRST’ DIV REPORTS LITTLE PROGRESS’ 

ITS: DRIVES SOUTH: AND: EAST OF: ENUGU. TO: SOUTH: DIVISIONAL! ELEMENTS. 

NHEAVILY: ENGAGED" WITH: REBEL! FORCES. SOUTH OF: AGBANI (61 8N B734E). 
iy 
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TO! EAST’ SECOND BRIGADE! ELEMENTS MAKING VERY SLOW PROGRESS: IN 
DRIVE: ON, ABAKALIKT« FORWARD: ELEMENTS: AT ROUTE: ELEVEN VILLAGE 
AGAGA. (9624: @753E) WHICH: APPROX FIFTEEN. ROAD: MILES. WEST OF 
ABAKALIKI* SLOW PROGRESS: F{RST DV ATTRIBUTED TO: FACT 
"SUBSTANTIAL! PORTIONS: ITS: STRENGTH®: REQUIRED FOR ACTIONS 
AGINST SEPARATE: ELEMENTS. REBEL: FYFTY SEVEN. BRIGADE: STILL: 
OPERATING IN RAIDING/HARRASSING: ROLE VIC: NSUKKA. AND TO EAST 
ROUTE: THREE (MAIN FED LYNE: OF. COMMUNICATIONS. AND SUPPLY) o 


PAGE! 3 RUTALS. 7a11cc:¢: OFN F: I DEIN TY A L: 
@* CROSS: RIVER OPERATIONS? ELEMENTS: THIRD: MARINE COMMANDO: ‘DIVe 
CALABAR} AND: THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DiVe OGOyAsIKOMs MAKING "GOOD 
PROGRESS" IN CAMPAIGN CLEAR: REBEL! FORCES: FROM ALL AREAS: SOUTH: 
EASTERN: STATE: EAST’ OF CROSS: RIVER> FROM CALABAR: To’ OGOJAs ONLY 
REMAINING REBEL! SALIENT ‘EAST OF RIVER IS: REBEL’ FIFTY FIVE BRIGADE: 
QOBUBRAo. SOURCES: SAY FED: FOCES: MOVING STEADILY ON OBUBRA AND SEEM 
eo ewe "JUST MATTER OF: TIME" UNTIL THIS SALIENT’ REDUCED. 
‘THIRD DIV’ CALABAR/BONNY LARGE: NUMBERS REINFORCEMENTS IN. MEN» 
AHN. AND EQUIP MOVING TO: THIRD: DIV’ AT BOTH: CALABAR’ AND BONNY e 
FIFTEEN. BRIGADE: AT’ BONNY’ HAS. BEEN: VERY ACTIVE: IN CREEKS: TO NORTH*s 
FAST: AND WEST OF: BONNY» SOURCES: SAY‘ FIFTEEN BRIGADE. "CONTROLS 
CREEKS: AROUND’ BONNY’ AND: IS: "RUNNING: SBUSTANTIAL COMBAT’ PATROLS 
ALL! THROUGH AREA'".s SOURCES: CLAIM: "GoOD: NUMBER FED FOOTHOLDS’ IN 


oe ALL! AROUND PORT HARCOURT" 


o WITH RESPECT: THIRD DIV OPERATIONS» IT KNOWN DEP CHIEF: NAVAL: 
STAFF! AND COMMANDER. NAF: VISITED ADEKUNLE AT CALABAR: 25/28 FEB FOR: 
FIRST HAND: LOOK! AT’ SITUATION® THEY BELIEVED TO HAVE DISCUSSED ; ¥ 
NEXT’ MOVES IN: FED: "OPERATION SEA Lion" WHYCH' BELIEVED. ‘TARGETTED f 
AGAINST* TOWN: ORON (@449N 9814E)) ON WEST BANK. CROSS: RIVER: CHANNEL 
SOUTHWEST: CALABAR®- ADEKUNLE: NOW IN: LAGOS MEETING WITH: SAME: of 


PAGE! &- -RUTALS. 7241CC°C ON FI DENT IA Li q 
PERSONNEL: ON: THIS OPERATION: WHICH! WILL! PROBABLY TURN OUT TO: BE. {i 
COMBINED’ LAND/SEA/AIR OPERATION® RUMORED: TARGET DATE IS WEEK 

ENDING: 16° MARCH® FROM ALL! THAT ‘CAN! BE’ GATHERED» THIS: WILL! BE 


SUBSTANTIAL: OPERATION AS: DEP CHIEF: NAVAL: STAFF HAS’ TOLD: ADEKUNLE: 


ANDI:F MG: STAFF: "WHEN YOU. GO: ACROSS: (TO ORON} AND: START’ FOR: PORT’ 
HARCOURT: ey HAD: BETTER: BE: READY’ TO. GO: ALLi THE: WAY? BECAUSE: THEIR: 
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WILL’ BE NO TURNING BACK"o TT BELHEVED ADEKUNLE wILL PLAY IT THIS 
WAY ® 

4o NIGERIAN AIR’ FORCE? RECENT ACTIVITIES INDICATE SUPPORT _ 
OPERATION "SEA LION"e TARGETS: HIT INCLUDE: ORON» ABAs EKETs OPOBO 
AND! OUUKWU'S HQ UMAHIA @1 MARCHe ALL! NAF’ SOURCES VEHEMENTLY DENY 
ANY USE NAPALM OR INCENDIARY BOMBS» SAY THEY USING ROCKETS AND 
250: POUND FRAGMENTATION BOMBS. ALMOST EXCLUSIVELYe et 

Se NIGERIAN NAVYs AS OF: THIS DATEQGOUAs KADUNAs SAPELE AND ELOLE 
AT SEAo ALL OTHER BASE! APAPAo BONNY STILL: UNDER, REPAIRe ; 
3 MOVEMENTS: NIGERIAN NAVY WILL’ BE: WATCHED CLOSELY FOR TIP IMMINENCE 
5 NOPERATION SEA LION". ; . ers, 

f 60 FED EQUIPMENT’ REF PAR | MY 9067 FEB 688 RECENTLY ARRIVED 
SALADINS AND SARACENS NOW FORMED’ INTO THREE’ ARMORED GROUPS: AS PER 
REF: PARe ONE’ GROUP FOR! EACH DIVo:- THOSE FOR FIRST AND SECOND 


RAGE! S| RUTALS 7241CC:C ON F IDENT IAL! oe 
DIV. ALREADY ON WAY* THIRD DIV EQUIPMENT: WILL GO CALABAR VIA. SHIP 
VERY NEAR: FUTURE%® GP3 
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ea 
Memorandum of Conversation XO. 
i ‘ -<¢ 
: DATE: March 5, 1968 x oO 
a oO 
5 
e SUBJECT: Goldstein's Plans to Raise Money for Biafra a = 
4 UW 
' aa 
| o 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Robert L. Goldstein, Goldstein & Associates 
| Mr. Robert P. Smith, Country Officer, Nigeria 
F hehehe, “GSR 
e COPIES TO: AF Amembassy Lagos totaal 
AFW Amembassy London 

L/AF 


= INR/RAF — q 


i INR/DDC aS, 
| t—- 


[ On March 5 Mr. Goldstein telephoned again from Los Angeles. He said that “1 
because the Biafrans were hurting so badly for money he had come up with a 
"very big scheme" which might raise as much as $1 million''. He said he was 
planning a "bond drive for Biafra" which would involve a "10 hour telethon" in hw 
Los Angeles, utilizing the talents of "several top movie stars" Goldstein used ~J 


to handle. He also said he was putting up his own Biafran bonds as "collateral" 
but would provide no more details. 


Mr. Goldstein said that he had committed himself to this project with the 
Biafrans prior to our February 14 conversation in Washington in which I told 

ae him his activities on behalf of Biafra were in fact embarrassing to the USG. 
That conversation, he said, had caused him to have second thoughts about the 
telethon project, and he hoped he could discuss with me ways to "water it down." 
I reiterated my earlier advice that he not perform such services for the Biafrans 
and said a project like the telethon was precisely the kind of activity that 
the Nigerians found infuriating. 


Mr. Goldstein said he could not come back to Washington in the near future and 
asked if I or one of my colleagues could fly to Los Angeles to meet with him. 

I said I could not and in any case our advice to Goldstein would remain the 
same, He reiterated that he understood the USG position and did not want to 
cause us any embarrassment. He felt committed to raise money for the Biafrans, 
however, and asked if a letter to the Nigerians making clear his status as a 
purely private citizen would help. I replied that it probably would not, that 
his position as a private citizen was undoubtedly known to the Nigerians, and 
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that such a letter would not prevent Nigerian suspicions of covert USG 
sympathy for Biafra from deepending. 


Mr. Goldstein closed the conversation by renewing his request that I fly 

out to talk to him and discuss ways of "watering down" the proposed telethon. 
I again demurred and said I could only repeat my hope that he would give 
serious consideration to the likelihood that his actions would embarrass 

his government further. 
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SBM AMCONSUL IBADAN... 20000 OU Od Sg og ee 
--: TO SECSTATE WASHDC. PRIORITY. B13". hay aia 
“INFO AMCONSUL DADUNA. 44S 
oo AMEMBASSY LAGOS 6@2.°.° °° | 
“lst AMEMBASSY> LONOON. 356° ; 
oO INCLANT =” - 
ae CINCMEAESA, 
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ie 0 NoF. - o e N ce y ‘A ie IBADAN, 405) 
CORRE CTE DO COP ye a. 
“ suByect CALL, ‘ON WESTERN NIGERIA MILITARY. GOVERNOR 


Pe COURTESY CALL ON MIL’ GOV ADEBAYO MARCH 4 WAS’ FRIENDLY, 
“i. TNFORMAL» RELZEDe HE RECEIVED ME ALONE IN. HIS OFFCE AT 
“*'gOVT* HOUSE«’ I ‘OBSERVED. NO. UNUSUAL: SECURITY. PRECAUTIONS 


joes TNs TOUR D* HORIZON | FOLLOWING POINTS EMERGED s 


“PAGE 2: RUTALS 40588 c.0: N F.- ‘I D i N T 1 7" uc 
<@e ADEBAYO SAID: FEDERAL: ‘FORCES WITHIN: ONE OR: TWO: MILES” 
“ONITSHA® “WOULD. BE MAJOR - DEVELOPMENT THERE: BY: -MID= WEEK Se 2 
IMPLIED - THIS’ ‘WOULD. BE. ‘CAPTURE: ‘OF. ONITSHA®: THIS WOULD. GREATLY 
SECILITATE.. DRIVE:.ON PORT: HARCOURT. WHERE HE - ANTICIPATED. VERY: 
“STIFF. RESISTANCE « MADE’ NO: PREDICTIONS AS. TO: .THE CAMPAIGN... 
“AGAINST. Hs. NOTING: GOWON:"S” REFERENCE. TO MARCH. 31, WAS: TARGET: DATE. 
AND: MILITARY: ‘CAMPAIGNS: “COULD. NOT. BE: RUN ON FIXED. TIME. TABLES. 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS: | 

FO SECSTATE WASHDC 9694 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1616. 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 394 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 586 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 2131 
AMEMBASSY. MONROVIA 733: 
AMEMBASSY: NIAMEY’ 917° 
AMEMBASSY> PARIS: 797 
AMEMBASSY' YAOUNDE 1252: 
AMCONSUL- KADUNA 2219 
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jo REUTERS. REPORTED THAT NIGERIAN: AMBASSADOR TO: UN AND: 

RETIRING PERMSEC EXTAFF. EDWIN. OGBUi TOLD REPORTERS. IN LONDON 9 
(ABOUT MARCH 1) IT WAS: SIGNIFICANT THAT NIGERIAN FEDERAL: ! 
GOVERNMENT HAD DROPPED: ITS. THIRD: CONDITION. FOR PEACE: TALKS: I 
TeEos CONDITION THAT NEGOTIATIONS. WOULD NOT BE. CONDUCTED i 
WITH: QUUKEUe OGRU SAID’ THAT IF» AFTER: SATISFYING: OTHER: 
TWO: PRECONDITIONS, PEOPLE. OF EAST CENTRAL: STATE STILL: NOMINA®: 
TED! OUUKWUs HE WOULD BE ABLE’ SIT AT CONFERENCE’ TABLE: WITH 

LEADERS: FROM REMAINING: ELEVEN STATES* 


20 COMMENT? GOWON SPEECH: SEPTEMBER 2). 1967(LAGOS: 2190). 
LISTED THREE CONDITIONS FOR NEGOTIATIONS» FIRST TWO: BETNG 


RENUNCIATION OF: SECESSION: AND: ACCEPTANCE NEW: STRUCTURE: oF 
[ FEDERATION: BASED’ ON TWELVE: STATES*« IN LAST TWO aR THREE. 
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MONTHS: NIGERIAN: PRESS AND: RADIOs IN. ENUMERATING: CONDITIONS, 
HAVE! QUIETLY OMITTED THIRD. ONE» BUT OGBU'S: COMMENT: ABOUT 
OJUUKWU. APPEARS TO BE FIRST EXPRESS: STATEMENT: BY EVE TGS 
OFFICIAL THAT: THIS» CONDITION COULD: BE WAIVED. 


3° ON ARRIVAL: IN’ LAGOS MARCH. 2 OGBU. REPORTED TO HAVE Toi's 


PAGE: 3 RUTALS 7176CC CON F-IDEINTILIA L: LIMITED OFFIC{iL: USE: 
NEWSMEN THAT REBELS. INTENSIFYING: PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES: IN’ 

AMERICA AND: THAT; WHILE} ALL: FOREIGN GOyTS OFFICIALLY: SUPPORT 

FMG»s SOME:ALSO SUPPORT REBELS. BEHIND: SCENES WITH VIEW ‘TO: 
COMMERCIAL: GAINS«s HE: SAID: MATHEW MBUs COMMISSIONER EXTAFF: 

FOR "BIAFRA"s HAD SENT CABLE: MESSAGE’ TO ALL: MEMBER NATIONS 


OF’ UN COMMISSION: ON HUMAN. RIGHTS: CALLING FOR: INTERVENTION 
IN NIGERIAN CRISIS* 


40 OGBU SAID HE: HAS REMURNED: TO: NIGERIA TO: TURN. OVER HIS: 
JOB: AS PERMSEC EXTAFF: TO:. HIS: SUCCESSOR; ALHAJI BABA GANA» 


WHO: MOST RECENTLY SERVED: AS AMBASSADOR TO: JAPAN: AND IS: NOW 
IN LAGOS+: | 
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1+ COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT*S ASTON (DtRECTOR»s INTERNAT:ONAL’ AND 
CONFERENCE DIVISION) TELLS: US: NO! WORD YET RECEIVED FROM 180g RE 
THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD PEACE TALKS WITHOUT PRE*CONDITIONS ON BASIS 
WNEUTRAL" AGENDA PUT TO THEM: BY ARNOLD SMITH: BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE 
© FOR LAGOS» ADU’ AND ASTON. WERE! EXPECTING. DIKE: TO RETURN LONRON 
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SCHEDULE DIKE FAILED’ TO: CONTACT CS: AND’ SUBSEQUENT CHECK 
REVEALED THAT HE LEFT LONDON AGAIN: FOR’ UNKNOWN. DESTINATION 
MARCH 3e THIS LEAVES. CS: TEMPORARILY WITHOUT BIAFRAN CONTACT 
SINCE’ MQJEKWU IS’ IN PARISs OKPARA'S: AND DIKE®S WHEREABOUTS ARE 
: UNCERTAIN? AND "COURTER™ WHO’ OJUUKWU PROMISED WOULD ARRIVE WITH 
4 HIS ANSWER TO SMITH*S PROPOSAL: HAS: NOT YET APPEARED. 


i 20 ASTON COMMENTS THAT CS' IS: NOT PRESSING: FOR REPLYe SMITH 


i WILL! PROBABLY REMAIN. IN LAGOS UNTIL’ MARCH: 9-14 AND THEN #AY GO | 
‘ ON TO PORT LOUIS’ TO: PARTICIPATE: INi MAURITIUS: INDEPENDENCE: — { 
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